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EDITOR'S NOTE. 


SONG OF JOY 


See that headline? It was the name 
of my first album, and therefore I 
will always have a soft spot in my 
heart for the Captain & Tennille. 
Sadly, that singular ’70s duo did 
not make the list of today’s 30 


KYLE ANDERSON Staff writer 
Artist who dominates my iPod 
Beck Songs I'm loving most 
right now “Boomshakalaka” 
by Chip tha Ripper and “Two 


heres Artists in this issue. To be clear: This 
is not a list of the greatest living artists; it’s the 


Way Street” by Kimbra 


RAY RAHMAN Editorial assistant 


singers and bands doing the most exciting Work artist who dominates my iPod 


in music right now. The list was generated by 


Pavement Song |'m loving 
most right how “Comeback 


E,W’s music department, which has no shortage _ kia” by Sleigh Bells 


of passionate opinions, after a lot of debate and 


GRADY SMITH Editorial assistant 


acertain amount of name-calling. Fortunately, artist who dominates my iPod 


Emeli Sandé 


most are still speaking to each other. So I 
asked these writers and editors to single 
out some of their personal favorites: 


JASON ADAMS Assistant managing editor 
Artist who dominates my iPod LCD 
Soundsystem Song I'm loving most right 
now “Myth” by Beach House 


LEAH GREENBLATT Senior editor 

Artists who dominate my iPod The Notorious 
B.I.G. and the White Stripes Songs 

I'm loving most right now “I Am Not a 
Game” by Ty Segall and White Fence 
and “Next to Me” by Emeli Sandé 


MELISSA MAERZ Music critic 

Artist who dominates my iPod LCD 
Soundsystem Song I’m loving most right 
now “The House That Heaven Built” by 
Japandroids 


CLARK COLLIS Senior writer 

Artist who dominates my iPod Wilco Song 
I'm loving most right now “You & I Belong” 
by Simone Felice 


The Avett Brothers Songs 
I'm loving most right now “Everybody 
Talks” by Neon Trees, and anything by 
One Direction (seriously!) 


In our special music issue, these 
staffers give you a terrific overview of 
what’s happening in music. While the 
record industry searches for more 
singers like Adele who can touch all age 
groups and break free of rigid radio 
formats, boy bands are making a 
comeback, and Coachella is coming, so 
we give you a preview of the hottest 
stuff there. Meanwhile, I’m still trying to 
convince the music staff that Sugarland 
belong on the 30 Greatest Artists list. 
Maybe next year. 


AO 


JESS CAGLE, 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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Rockin’ the 
Suburbs 

As someone des- 
perate for my EW 
and my House- 
wives every week, 

| was thrilled to get 
the Desperate 
Housewives issue. 
Marc Cherry was 
wise not to have 
the show overstay 
its welcome. 
Thanks for helping 
us bid adieu to the 
real housewives. 
STEPHANIE JUELICH 
Green Bay, Wis. 

The show was great 
at both comedy 
and drama, and 
finally made my girl 
Marcia Cross a 
household name— 
just as | predicted it 
would after your 


2004 cover! 
JOHNNY WAYNE HICKS 
Boone, NC. 

Great story, but one 
question remains: 
In light of Felicity 
Huffman’s Best 
Actress Oscar nod in 
2006, why did she 
devote so much of 
the past six years 


to Housewives? 


JR O'’NEIL 
Portland, Ore. 


Here Comes 
the Rain Again 
| was one of the 
truly invested 


fans of AMC's The 
Killing in season 1, 
but I will not be 
returning for sea- 
son 2.| tunedin 
every week, went 
on the website and 
picked my No.1 
suspect, and sug- 
gested that my 
friends and family 
watch. After the 
finale aired, | apolo- 
gized to them. In 
the end, the house 
of cards that show- 
runner Veena Sud 


had built collapsed. 
LARRY SELVAGE 


Cedar Springs, Mich. 
The Killing is a TV 
series, not a movie 
to be tied up ina 
nice little bow at 
the end. Would The 
X-Files have been 
as rewarding or 
enduring if it had 
revealed what hap- 
pened to Mulder's 
sister at the end of 
season 1? Get over 
it, people, and have 


alittle patience. 


SCOTT JENNINGS 
Concord, Calif. 


Welcome 
Guests 

Kudos to The Big 
Bang Theory for 
landing Leonard 
Nimoy and Stephen 
Hawking as guests 
this season (Holly- 
wood Insider). How 
can they top this? 

| suggest having 
Leonard's mother 
(Christine Baranski) 
meet Penny's 
mother—who' be 
played by Cybill 
Shepherd. Or have 
Sheldon’s mother 


(Laurie Metcalf) 
meet Howard's 
aunt (his mother’s 
sister, of course)— 
whoid be played by 
Roseanne Barr. 
Bazinga! 


JOHN DUDLEY 
Douglas, Mass. 


Out of Luck 

With complete 
understanding of 
kindness and 
respect for all 

living things, |am 
mourning the 
cancellation of 
HBO's Luck (Holly- 
wood Insider). The 
stellar writing, crisp 
editing, and amaz- 
ing casting took my 
breath away from 


frame to frame. 


JOAN McKENZIE 
Sterling, Mass. 


The Day the 
Music Died 
“What's New With 
American Idol 


The Killing's 
Joel Kinnaman 


Alums” (Music)? 

A better question 
would be “Why Is 
American Idol Still 
Being Taken Seri- 
ously?” Imagine this 
tired platform for 
every musical cliché 
in the pop universe 
without the early 
successes of Kelly 
Clarkson and Carrie 
Underwood. It 
would have been 
off the air by now, 
and we would've 
been spared J. Lo’s 
emoticon-style 
comments, Randy 
Jackson's heard- 
it-all-before 
assessments, and 
Steven Tyler's inane 


shenanigans. 


GREG MARRINER 
Walnut Creek, Calif. 


CORRECTION 

The poster for The 

Great Gatsby pictured on 
The Bullseye was created 
by a fan, not Warner 
Bros, the film's studio. 
There are no official 
posters available yet. 
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- Best ki fo’ i 
: he o ob i carne’ : Getinto the Game 
Stackhouse : with our coverage of : 
WHO SHOULD on True Blood : HBO's fantasy series 


(starring Emilia : 
: Clarke, below). You'll 
findinsidescoop,  : 
show recaps, and 
more at ew.com/ 
gameofthrones. 


PLAY FINNICK IN 
THE HUNGER 
GAMES SEQUEL? 


35% 


RYAN 
KWANTEN 


Best known for 
Playing the scheming 
Sebastian on Glee 


GRANT 
GUSTIN 


6 Best known for 
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may have hea! 
8% eee j of his little box 
RYAN e office hit 27 
b Jump Street? 
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FILM SECRETS 
GALLERY 
What do Psycho, 
avon write As The Sixth Sense, and 
Armie Hammer, The Cabin in the Woods 
Taylor Kitsch, (above) have in 
( and lan common? Spoilerific 
twists that had 


fans buzzing. We rank 
each film on how it 

lived up to the hype at 

ew.com/Spoilergallery. 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER > GC @EW FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK > facebook.com/entertainmentweekly 
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©MUSTLIST 


four young women in 
NYC, the new series 
(debuting April 15) 
from 25-year-old 


creator-star Lena ; 


Dunham is a lot 

like its sex scenes: 
hilarious, awkward, 
and unflinchingly 
honest. (HBO, 
Sundays, 10:30 p.m.) 


THE KID WITH A BIKE 

A troubled boy finds kinship with a hair- 
dresser after his father abandons him in this 
Dardenne brothers film—now expanding its 
limited release—that’s as delicate and moving 
as the journey it unveils. (Rated PG-13) 


A shrewd portrait of Ba 


3. THE COVE, by Ron Rash 

A lonely young woman in a small 
Appalachian 
town comes 
across an enig- 
matic stranger 
who can’t 
speak and 
needs her help. 
Thus begins a 
lyrical, utterly 
engrossing 
novel that’s 
equal parts 
page-turning 
mystery and 
tragic love story. 


(From left) 
Jemima Kirke, 


wis) Allison Williams, 
~- 3 Seat Zosia Mamet, and 

a0 SOAS Lena Dunham 
; has 


BOYS & GIRLS, Alabama 
Shakes Led by Brittany Howard 
(above) with her commandingly bluesy 
voice, the buzzed-about Southern-rock 
quartet deliver a debut album that’s both 
rollicking and emotional. 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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DON’T TRUST THE B---- INAPARTMENT 238 You're going to 
want to move in with ABC's daring comedy (debuting April 11) about a double-dealing 
New Yorker, her trusting new roommate, and her egotistical pal James Van Der Beek— 
played, delightfully, by the Dawson's Creek actor himself. (ABC Wednesdays, 9:30 p.m.) 


agty NY ha 


COMIC-CON EPISODE IV: 

A FAN’S HOPE Get your geek 
on with this charming documentary from 
Morgan Spurlock that offers an inside peek 
at the fanboy-and-girl-filled convention. 
(Rated PG-13; in theaters and on demand) 


Drop Dead 
Healthy 


: A.J. Jacobs 


9. DROP DEAD 
HEALTHY, 

by A.J. Jacobs 
“Experiential journalist” 
Jacobs will try anything 
to edify readers. This 
time, he’s committed 
to testing countless 
health fads to become 1 
the perfect physical 

specimen. You'll exercise 
not only your brain but 
your abdominals laugh- 
ing over his travails. 


y 


.com’s recent study 
Arby's, a fast-food-i 
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DOWNTON ABBEY parodies 
Looking to ease your Downton withdrawal? Spend 
some time with the funny parodies it’s inspired, like Dogster 


8. THE BIG C Over the 
past two seasons, the 
comedy series starring 
Laura Linney (right) has 
had more ups and downs 
than cancer patient 
Cathy Jamison’s health. 
But the season 3 opener 
on April 8 strikes the 
right balance of raunch 
and heart. Plus, 
you find out what 
happened to Paul 
(Oliver Platt) after 
last season’s cliff- 
hanger. (Showtime, 
Sundays, 9:30 p.m.) 


= Z r 


of the characters as dogs (above); Downton 
nspired clip; and SNL's manly spoof for 


Spike TV viewers. (To see a listing, go to ew.com/downton) 


SLIPSTREAM, 
Bonnie Raitt 
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WS NOTES 


Weinstein successfully 
lobbied to change et 
Blue Valentine's rating 


from NC-17 toR wy; 4, 


“ Yy 


The Weinstein Company released 
Bully (a documentary following 
five tormented students, including 
Alex Libby) without a rating 


COMMENTARY BRAWLING WITH THE MPAA’S ratings board to get 
publicity for a movie is a stunt almost as old as the ratings 
b W t system itself. But last month, when Harvey Weinstein— 
ays re) the master of that game, who’s recently tussled with the 
cl _ MPAA over The King’s Speech and Blue Valentine—went 
= NM & to the mat over the R rating for the documentary Bully, 
iX ovVi something felt different. The board, for the first time, 
i] seemed outnumbered—not only did Weinstein marshal the 
Rati ni Ss support of dozens of stars including Johnny Depp, Meryl 
Streep, Anderson Cooper, and Katy Perry, but for the first 
time in memory, the raters found themselves at odds with 
theater owners, traditionally one of their staunchest allies. 
Weinstein’s decision to release Lee Hirsch’s doc as unrated, 
rather than with an R, was supposed to mean that movie 
houses would treat it as a de facto NC-17, excluding its 
BY MARK HARRIS ™0st important audience—teens—altogether. Instead, by 
the time Bully opened in limited release last weekend (with 
a strong $23,000 per-screen average), three of the country’s 


four largest theater chains had announced that they’d 
handle the film with a more open-door policy, rated or not. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Could this mean that we’re finally 
nearing a consensus among critics, 
filmmakers, theater owners, and 
parents that the ratings system needs 
a complete overhaul? If so, it’s about 
time. Here are five ways to reboot it: 


—> FOCUS ON CONTENT ADVISORIES, NOT 
RATINGS. Whenever the MPAA is 
attacked (which is all the time), its 
Classification & Rating Administration 
(CARA) cites polls demonstrating that 
parents find the system useful. Of course 
they do, because it’s better than noth- 
ing—but letters like PG and R are mean- 
ingless without elaboration. And all too 
often CARA’s content guides are laugh- 
ably vague: Of what possible value is the 
disclosure that the Belgian film The Kid 
With a Bike earned its PG-13 for, among 
other things, “thematic elements”? 
Granted, scrapping ratings entirely is 
unlikely, but a more manageable reform 
might be to follow the lead of Common 
Sense Media, an organization that 
customizes appropriate age ranges for 
each movie, and also provides extensive 
content guides regarding sex, violence, 
language, drug use, and, interestingly, 
“positive messages” and “consumer- 
ism.” The organization (see sidebar) 
gave Bully a “13” rating with an 
additional warning that it’s unsuitable 
for kids 10 and under and the proviso 
“Know your child. Some content may 
not be right for some kids.” That’s a lot 
more useful than a take-it-or-leave-it R. 


—> ABOLISH THE SUPERVISORY ROLE FOR 
THEATERS. The ratings system was 
created at a time when American movie 


houses were single-screen venues 

with on-site managers, adult ushers, 
and a ticket saleslady who looked like 
your homeroom teacher. It was not 
designed for an era of understaffed 
multiplexes and automated ticket 
purchasing. The rule that kids must be 
accompanied to R-rated movies by a 
“parent or adult guardian” has always 
rested on the fiction that a 15-year-old 
can be “protected” from distressing 
content by the presence of an 18-year- 
old. In the age of pay cable, online 
porn, and one-touch downloads, that’s 
preposterously quaint. The day that 
CARA stops saying who can see a 
movie with whom, we can all move past 
the single most unenforceable bylaw in 
the history of American culture. 


~> END R RATINGS FOR THE USE OF ONE 
WORD. The word—you’ve all heard it— 
got Bully its R, just like it got The King’s 
Speech its R. It’s effing ridiculous—and 
all too representative of CARA’s prefer- 
ence for rigid one-size-fits-all standards 
over intelligent, contextual judgment. 


OTHER INSIDERS WEIGH IN ON THE MPAA 


"It’s astonishing 
that an industry 


would be allowed 


to regulate itself. 
It'd be like the 
pharmaceutical 
companies saying, 
"Hey, we'll take 
over the FDA." 
—Kirby Dick, 
director of This 
Film ts Not Yet 
Rated (left) 


“It’s nota 
perfect system. 
But when you 
consider the 
different forces 
that make up 


? “My documenta- 
? rleshave[falmost] : count the number 
: allbeenratedR. : 
: Theyshouldhave : 


been PG or 


: : PG-13. Teachers 
: this industry, plus = 


“They literally 


of F-words and 
base it on that 
Their method 


i isn’t very helpful 


i show them in to parents 

: the[concerns of] :  schoolsall the because there's 

: parents,itworks : time because no context for 
pretty well.” : there’snothing the ratings.” 

: —Tim Warner : [objectionable].”  —Jim Steyer, 

: CEQof Cinemark : —Michael Moore : CEO of Common 

: Theatres : filmmaker i Sense Media 


—Reporting by Adam Markovitz, Keith Staskiewicz, and John Young 


The King’s Speech (another 
Weinstein film) was saddled with 
an R rating for profanity 


-> DEPOLITICIZE THE RATINGS. Over the 
years, CARA’s double standards about 
nudity versus bloodshed, homosexuality 
versus heterosexuality, and naughty 
words versus bad deeds have calcified 
into ideological stances masquerading 
as “parental guidance”—and its position 
on some issues has become inseparable 
from the chasm between the right 

and left on everything from gay rights 
to gun violence. The board needs to 
reflect a diversity of opinion rather than 
hew to a brand of political conservatism 
that it then fig-leafs as a quasi-universal 
parental standard. 


-> REFORM THE BOARD ITSELF. CARA 
head Joan Graves has been on the 
board for 24 years and has run it for 
the last 12. She’s now decades past 
firsthand experience as a parent of 
teenagers. While most of her raters 
have young children, we don’t know who 
those raters are, ostensibly because 
that would expose them to pressure or 
lobbying. But an atmosphere of secrecy 
is hardly more conducive to propriety. 
The entire history of Hollywood 
censorship and content guidance has 
been marked by people who stayed too 
long and became invested in their own 
power. It’s time to break that cycle, 
with accountability, term limits for all, 
and regular meetings with input from 
filmmakers, parents, educators, and 
perhaps even teens to review and 
revise CARA’s standards. And trans- 
parency would help: After all, if we 
want an anonymous group of adults 
determining what teenagers do, we 
can just see The Hunger Games. @ 
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7/5. Nationwide Arena Columbus, OH 

7/7 Verizon Wireless Amphitheater - $1, Louis, MO 
7/8. Riverbend Music Center Cincinnati, OH 

7/10. Aaron's Amphitheatre at Lakewood - Atlanta, GA 
7/\\ OakMountain Amphitheatre Birmingham, AL 8/09 Darien Lake Performing Arts Center - Darien Lake, NY 
7/\3. Cynthia Woods Mitchel Pavilion -Houston, TX 8/10 Susquehanna Bank Center-Camden, Nu 

7/\4 Gexa Energy Pavilion - Dallas, TX 8/Il_ Hershey Park Stadium - Hershey, PA 

7/15 BOK Genter - Tulsa, OK 8/12 Comcast Center- Boston, MA 

7/{7 Ashley Furniture HomeStore Pavilion-Phoenix,AZ 8/14 SPAC- Saratoga Springs, NY 

7/\9 Verizon Wireless Amphitheater - Invine, CA 8/17 Nikon at Jones Beach - Wantagh, NY 

7/20 Cricket Wireless Amphitheatre-San Diego,CA 8/18 P.N.C. BankArts Center- Holmdel, Nu 

7/21 Mandalay Bay Events Center -Las Vegas, NV 8/19. Jiffy Lube Live -Washington DC 

7/22 Shoreline Amphitheatre - Mountain View, CA 8/21 Farm Bureau Live at Va Beach - Virginia Beach, VA 


7/27 Sprint Center - Kansas City, MO 8/22 Time Warner Cable Music Pavilion - Raleigh, NC 

7/28 Target Center - Minneapolis, MN 8/24 Cruzan Amphitheatre - West Palm Beach, FL 

7/29. Klipsch Music Center Indianapolis, IN 8/25  |-BO0-ASK-GARY Amphitheatre - Tampa, FL 

7/3) OTE Energy Music Theatre -etroit, Ml 8/28 Amway Center - Orlando, FL 

8/0! Blossom Music Center -Cleveland, OH 8/29. Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre - Charlotte, NC BUY — 
8/04 First Midwest Bank Amphitheatre-Chicago,!L 8/31 Bangor Waterfront Pavilion - Bangor, ME Tickets | LIVEnATion.com iE 
8/05. First Niagara Pavilion - Pittsburgh, PA 9/01 Verizon Wireless Arena - Manchester, NH or 


8/07 Bethel Woods Center for the Arts - Bethel, NY 9/02 Comcast Theatre - Hartford, CT *NOT APPEARING ON ALL DATES 


NEWS AND NOTES 


THE SHAW REPORT | IN Rewatching 


BY JESSICA SHAW the Sparkle trailer 


Humor Site Takes 
Aim at Hollywood 


Tym, NO ONE IS SAFE in Tinseltown, thanks 
to hollywoodandswine.com, an Onion- 
esque website that pokes fun at the people 
and projects making entertainment news. 
Launched in January by a pair of comedy writers, the site 
uses satirical news stories to skewer big-name stars and 
industry power players. (No wonder the scribes prefer to stay 
anonymous.) A look at their best headlines. —Tanner Stransky 


Producers of HBO’s ‘Luck’ 
Baffled as to Why 3 Horses 
Died, Yet Nick Nolte is Still Alive 


+>"Every time we heard there was a death on the set, : 
we were sure it was Nolte,” said David Milch, the show's ~ 
creator and executive producer. “A few weeks ago, we Sy 


really thought he was dead, but it turned out he had just 
- - 


taken a horse tranquilizer.” 

Nicolas Cage Fires Sixth 
Grader Responsible For 
Picking His Movie Roles 


>In what many in Hollywood are calling Nicolas Cage's 
best career move in ages, the Oscar-winning actor has 
fired 12-year-old Joey Thompson, a sixth grade student, 
who has been in charge of picking Cage's film roles for 
the last several years. 
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Jennifer Lopez’s Nipple 
Tapped to Host 
Next Year’s Oscarcast 


> “Our first choice was Angelina Jolie's leg,” 
said Academy president Tom Sherak. “But 
since that wasn't available, we decided Jennifer 
Lopez's nipple was the next best thing.” 


i 


eee 


Disney Desperate to Save 
Sci-Fi Epic: Renames it 
“Tyler Perry’s John Carter” 


>Like most of America, Perry had never heard 
of John Carter,” but did say he went to high school 
with someone named Bob Carter. 


— —— 
> 


Spielberg Set to Direct 
Spielberg Biopic 

> Admitting he was running out of historical 
and cultural icons to make movies about, 


Steven Spielberg announced plans for a biopic 
about legendary director Steven Spielberg. 


| 5 MINUTES AGO | OUT 
Bobby Brown 


© Eddie Murphy attached to star in Triplets, sequel to 
Twins, in which he would play the newly discovered 
sibling of Danny DeVito and Arnold Schwarzenegger 

It sounds pretty implausible until you think: an 
unexpected addition to Schwarzenegger's family... 

© Madonna launches fragrance called Truth or 

Dare It’s projected to sell better than the test scent: 
Used Playground. 

© Jerry Lee Lewis marries for seventh time; she’s the 
ex-wife of Lewis’ cousin, whose 13-year-old sister he 
married in 1957 His relationship status on Facebook: 

“It’s beyond complicated.” 

© Miami Heat’s LeBron James, Chris Bosh, and Dwyane 
Wade try to jam as a trio at Bosh’s “Roaring ’20s” 
birthday party on March 28 Counting that 99-98 loss in 
Utah on March 2, we're guessing the Heat finished the 
month 0-2 against the Jazz. 

© 98 Degrees rumored to be reuniting Further proof that 
global warming is real. 

© Firefighters rush to Katherine Heigl’s house for false 
alarm blamed on steam from inside her house As the 
fire trucks pulled up, Seth Rogen walked out wearing a 
gas mask and toting a bong while muttering, “Whoaaa..” 

© Adam Levine, model girlfriend Anne Vyalitsyna split 
Friends knew the relationship was in trouble when she 
started coming down the stairs for breakfast and Adam 
wouldn't even turn around in his chair. 

© Luxurious Laguna Beach home owned by Kristin 
Cavallari’s parents and featured on The Hills sells in 
foreclosure for $6.1 million Lauren Conrad then laughed 
maniacally, waved the title in front of Cavallari’s face, and 
said, “You know what you did!” 

© Human Centipede 3 star feuds with director, pulls out 
of movie just weeks before production to begin ie 
So not getting in the middle of that one. yr 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


HOLLYWOOD 
INSIDER 


OWN Puts a Renewed 
Emphasis on the O 


IN AN UNUSUALLY CANDID moment talking about her fledgling 
network, OWN, Oprah Winfrey told CBS This Morning on April 2 that had 
she known it would be so difficult building an audience on cable, she would 
have done something else after wrapping her talk show. “I didn’t think it 
was going to be easy,” she told Charlie Rose and Gayle King. 

“Tf I knew then what I know now, I might have made 
some different choices.” It’s no wonder the former 
Queen of Daytime is engaging ina little Monday- 
morning quarterbacking: OWN, which launched in 
January 2011, has already burned through more 
than $300 million and could lose another $142.9 
million over the next year, according to analysts at 
SNL Kagan. Given that the only programming 
that seems to be working features O herself (the 
network’s highest-rated show, Oprah’s Next 
Chapter, averages 1.1 million viewers), OWN’s 
strategy for year 2is simple: more airtime for 
the queen bee. Besides Next Chapter and 
Oprah's Lifeclass, Winfrey will appear in epi- 
sodes of the restaurant reality show Welcome to 
Sweetie Pie’s and the upcoming dating show 
Lovetown, USA, as wellas the Super Soul Sunday 
programming block and various specials like her 
Master Class series. “We feel good about where 
we are,” says OWN president Erik Logan, who 
acknowledges that the network suffered while 
Winfrey finished her talk show last year. “Job one 
has been to get everything on the network more 
on brand.” Next step? Persuading advertisers to ’ 
stay on board with new shows like Jyanla FixMyLife 
and Married to the Army: Alaska, because not 
every program will feature the boss. “In order to 
continue building, we can’t have it be Oprah all 
the time,” Logan says. “The recipe is taking her 
brand and making sure you feel that across a 
number of shows.” —LYNETTE RICE 


What’s Going 
on Behind 


the Scenes 


|TV 


Cranston Breaks 
Into Modern Family 


+> Emmy winner 
Bryan Cranston has 
directed episodes of 
his own shows like 
Breaking Bad and 
Malcolm in the 
Middle, but how did 
he get behind the 
camera for the April 
11 episode of TV’s 
top-rated comedy, 
Modern Family? 
Turns out the One 
Who Knocks seized 
the opportunity at 
the Golden Globes 
in January after the 
ABC hit took home 
the trophy for best 
comedy series. 

“| caught [Modern 
Family co-creator] 
Steven Levitan 

at just the right 
moment,” Cranston 
says. “He was 
clutching his Globe 
in one hand anda 
bottle of champagne 
in the other on the 
dance floor. He said, 
‘Heyy, you oughta 


Ed O'Neill and Bryan 
Cranston on the set 
of Modern Family 


direct an episode for 
us!’ and | said, ‘Heyy, 
I'm gonna hold you 
to that!’” The epi- 
sode, titled “Election 
Day,” follows Claire 
(Julie Bowen) as 
she scrambles for 
last-minute votes in 
her bid for city 
council. Cranston 
found working with 
such a large cast 
challenging (“It was 
like herding wild 
cats”) but still put 

a couple of his own 
touches on the 
single-camera 
comedy (look for 

a gag involving a 
“Congratulations” 
banner, and Nolan 
Gould's Luke kicking 
a lawn sign) while 
having a blast with 
the cast. “The kids 
asked if | wanted to 
have a Nerf war on 
the set,” he says. 

“| said absolutely.” 
—James Hibberd 
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NEWS AND NOTES INSIDER 


MORE ON 


Alicia Silverstone 
and Jeremy Sisto 
on Suburgatory 


> For more movie and TV news, goto 


S 
daughter, 
has reportedly 
been cast on 
'STBS 
sitcom For Better 
or Worse. 
has been hired 
as a featured 
player on Satur- 
day Night Live. 
oe TV will appearina 
multi-episode arc 
A Clueless Reunion other back then. I'm sure if we'd been single Pie 
J, at the time, we would have had a romance. aaateeKtre 
On ABC Ss Suburgatory Let's put it that way.” George meets Eden at ( ) 
\l to get alittle the farmers’ market, and things move quickly and Rachel 
action from Cher. (Sorry again, Tai!) Nearly17 ‘from there. “Eden is connected to another ( ) 
years after Alicia Silverstone and Jeremy family on the show in a very unique and inti- ses 
Sisto played frenemies in 1995's iconic teen mate way,” Sisto teases, “but it’s completely nas 
flick Clueless, the duo are coming back coincidental that George meets her.” And Salary negotia- 
together on ABC’s Wednesday-night comedy how do the two ladies already in George's tions for 
Suburgatory. Starting April 18, the actress life—daughter Tessa (Jane Levy) and poten- Modern Family's 
will join the show for a four-episode arc as tial girlfriend Dallas (Cheryl Hines)—react cast, including 
Eden, an organics-obsessed love interest for to it all? Just as you might expect. “Tessa’s ; ; 
Sisto’s suburban father George. “We were mocking me at every turn,” Silverstone says ; 
joking about how we finally get to kiss,” with a laugh, “and my presence obviously ; 
Silverstone says. “We had crushes on each pisses Dallas off.” TANNER STRANSKY nih 
are expected to. 
or begin this 
w/a summer, as the 
4 show heads 
Degrassi Turns 300 (In into season 4. 


Other News: Yes, You’re Old) 


+> Most teen series struggle as their lead actors age, but EW has learned 
that TeenNick has just begun production on the 12th(!) season of Degrassi, 
which will premiere this summer and contain the show's 300th episode. 
The secret to the Canadian drama’s success: allowing its high school 
seniors to graduate and disappear instead of following them into the 
AARP. To that end, Degrassi will introduce four new characters—Campbell 
(grade 10), Mike (grade 12), and siblings Luke and Becky (grade 11). But 
before that, season 11—which airs Fridays at 9 p.m.—will wrap up with the 
return of a fan favorite. Recent grad Holly J. ¢ ) drops in 
for the final two episodes (May 11 and 18) to help her best friend, Fiona 

( ), with relationship and family troubles. —Henry Goldblatt 
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Charlotte Arnold 
and Annie Clark 


Goldberg 
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Introducing the next generation of Vaseline® Total Moisture® lotions. Now with pure naturals 
and Stratys-3™ Multi-layer moisture, our new formulas infuse moisture deep down*, absorbing 
quickly. Try Aloe Fresh for a light feel and fresh skin, Total Moisture for a clean feel and soft 
skin and Cocoa Radiant™ for a rich feel and glowing skin. 


Stratum corneum (multi-layer surface skin) 
all 10 ozo 


“Offer valid on 


*c 


VASELINE®. NOW BETTER THAN EVER’ 


Men in Black 3's Josh 
,Brolin, Michael Stuhlbarg, 


and Will Smith 


MEET THE ALIENS 
OF MEN IN BLACK 3 


k 
MORE ON 
EW.COM 
For additional 
sneak peeks, 
go to ew.com/ 
firstlook 


If some of the aliens in director Barry 
Sonnenfeld’: comedy Men in Black 3 
(out May 25) h 1 slightly familiar look, like 
something you might have seen emerge from 
ing saucer in a 1950s B movie or an Outer 


threequel’s plotline has Will Smit ¥ 
traveling back in time to 1969 to prevent an 
evil alien named Boris the Animal (Jemaine 


gent J 


Agent K (played in his younger incar. 
Josh Brolin). “When I saw the 60s part, I said, 
‘I think we 
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ona lot of the aliens that were in films from 
the 50s and ’60s that I love,” says makeup 
artist Rick Baker. “It was actually an idea I’d 
tried to push in the first two movies and they 
didn’t go for it, but I figured with the time 
travel it would be perfect.” In the end, 
Baker—who has won seven Oscars for his 
work, including for the first Men in Black 
film—created 127 different types of extra- 
terrestrials, though not all of them wound up 
with much screen time. “We’d do an alien you 
could build a whole movie around, with all 
kinds of animatronics in its face, and then it 
would turn out to be ina quick pan,” Baker 
laughing. “It was like, “Wow, we could 


(9) 883M NOSTIM 


NEWS AND NOTES 


Characters that make- 
up artist Rick Baker 
refers to as “the fish 
guy” and “the frog guy” 
relax between takes 


This slimy lump of an alien is 
closely modeled on an actual deep- 
sea creature called a blobfish 


Jemaine Clement's 
alien baddie has a 
Hells Angels look, 
with goggles 
embedded in his face 


Smith's personal 
makeup artist, Judy 
Murdoch, stepped in 
on the spur of the 
moment to play a 
blue-skinned alien 


Baker. couldn't resist 
giving himself a part in the 


witlithe exposed brain) 
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Hecate school comedies (Fast Times at Ridgemont 
S RETORRECTOa High, Some Kind of Wonderful) is now the 
go-to director for Fox’s hit teen comedy 


WHEN |! FIRST CAME to the Glee set last season, I could tell they’d been through 
a great deal—the actors were close-knit and a bit guarded, and rightly so. Who was 
this redheaded stranger coming into their world, asking questions and taking 
notes? Before I start directing a show, I try to spend a few weeks hanging around 
the set, getting to know the crew and talking to the actors about how they like to 
work. Who is fussy? Who is left-handed? Who wants to go home early, and who is 
the perfectionist? There is no “right” way to work, and familiarizing myself with 
everyone's method is a respectful place to start. And it’s also a lot of fun stealing 
Jane Lynch’s journal and reading it in the bathroom. 

So how did I get here? My first film as an actor was Fast Times at Ridgemont High, a 
glorious experience that spoiled me for future films. A collection of young actors eager 
to be taken seriously and do good work—it was wonderful to be a part of. The world 
that Cameron Crowe and Amy Heckerling created was my first and best lesson as to 
how a set could be—a happy, open, and improvisatory place where everyone was 
allowed to express his or her ideas. Sadly, that was one of the last times it would 
happen. The ’80s were a time of technical wonder in filmmaking; unfortunately, some 
colleges didn’t integrate their film and theater departments—so you had actors who 
were afraid of the camera, and directors who couldn’t talk to the actors. I can count 
on one hand the directors who actually directed me. Thankfully the 90s arrived, and 
with them the indie-film movement, which I loved (still do) beyond reason. 

As the ’90s departed, during a particularly grim breakup with an ex, the subject 
of our two dogs came up. I offered joint custody, but the message came back 
through her assistant (a lovely woman with the unfortunate nickname of “Wormy”) 
that she didn’t want to see them anymore. Suddenly I had 150 pounds of dogs to 
care for. Oddly, this was my first step toward 
adulthood. It sounds ridiculous, doesn’t it? But 
you should know that most actors are intention- 
ally infantilized; people bring you food and clothes 
(cleaned and pressed!), and give you smart, funny P 
lines to say. It’s no surprise that one comes to “ig zy 
expect this kind of treatment from the world, and G 
this may also be why I don’t enjoy camping. 

In any case, I found this shift in perspective (the Y 
world is not centered around me?) a relief, and 
began to become interested in life behind the cam- 
era. To this day I overprepare. I draw storyboards 


- 


Ad 
With Glee’s Dianna Agron, }" 
Jenna Ushkowitz, Lea Michele, 
and Heather Morris 
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HOW GLEE GAVEME 
ANEW DIRECTION 


The actor who got his start in classic high 


for every scene— 
chicken scratches so 
crude that they amuse 
and horrify the crew. I 
send out shot lists, act 
out the scenes, and 
search for a theme 
that I can relate to. It’s 
my favorite time of the 
process. Then I get on 
set, and inevitably an actor says, “Wait, 
why would I do that?” and I realize 
they’re right. So all my prep gets tossed 
out, and I find myself improvising. Still, 
those are the moments that resonate— 
whether it’s Artie rolling himself into 
the pool or Brittany nudging a lonely 
meatball across a plate with her nose. 
These little moments of unscripted 
behavior stay with me. 

Once we get the script, we begin the 
tedious job of getting the songs from 
page to screen. There are pre-records, 
recordings, dance rehearsals...and then 
sometimes when we start shooting, 
Ryan Murphy and the producers say 
they had another vision for the scene, 
and we're back to square one. But other 
times, it all clicks; the transformative 
power of music works its magic and we 
are overwhelmed by the beauty and 
mystery of it all. That’s what we live for, 
and when it happens, we're the happiest 
crew in town. 

Working on Glee has given me a 
chance to take my small frustrations 
over not having been 
directed so long ago and 
resolve them—by not 
only directing these 
wonderful actors but 
by listening to them, re- 
specting them, and hon- 
oring their talents on a 
show with a message of 
love and tolerance. I 
consider myself a very 
lucky man indeed. & 
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Justin Bieber got’ 
gooped at the Kids’ 
Choice Awards on 


BIEBER: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS/LANDOV; SWIFT: ETHAN MILLER/GETTY IMAGES; OBAMA; MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS/LANDOV; BALDWIN AND THOMAS: MARC STAMAS/WIREIMAGE.COM; LOHAN; JOE KLAMAR/POOL/PI/310PIX.COM; DANES: JESSE GRANT/WIREIMAGE.COM 


MONITOR 


And the Award 
Goes to... 


The Oscars may be over, but last weekend's ceremonies 
proved there is still plenty of hardware to hand out 


KIDS’ CHOICE AWARDS Selena Gomez picked up awards 
for Favorite TV Actress and Favorite Female Singer at 
Nickelodeon's 25th annual event in Los Angeles on March 31, 
but only a select few—including Favorite Male Singer Justin 
Bieber, host Will Smith, and performer Katy Perry—got 


doused in the show's signature green slime. 


THE ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS Taylor 
Swift walked away with Entertainer of the Year for the 
second year in a row at the April 1 fete in Las Vegas, while 
Miranda Lambert nabbed two trophies for Album of the Year 
and Female Vocalist of the Year. 
THE RAZZIES Though Adam Sandler was on hand to pick 

up a Kids’ Choice Award for his role in the twin comedy Jack and 
Jill, he skipped out on the April 1 Razzies in L.A, where the film 
swept a record-setting 10 categories, including Worst Actor 
and Worst Actress. As show founder John Wilson quipped, 

“Im worried that we will encourage people to see it [just] to see 
how bad it is, which is a fate worse than death.” —NUZHAT NAOREEN, 
WITH ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY CARRIE BELL AND LYNETTE RICE 


RECOVERING who shot 17-year-old FIRED DEATHS Rich, 82, died 
The Bee Gees’ Robin Trayvon Martin on Keith Olbermann, 53, Banjo legend Earl March 27 in Santa 
7 Gibb, 62, underwent Feb. 26. Details were was booted from Scruggs passed Cruz, Calif, of com- 
emergency surgery not disclosed. CurrentTVonMarch awayinaNashville plications from 
on March 26 to 30 after a quarrel hospitalon March28 —_ rheumatoid arthritis. 
. | remove a blood clot COURTS with management. of natural causes.He | —Grady Smith, with 
a Beldwin and in his colon. His rep Lindsay Lohan's five- Eliot Spitzer,52,took was 88.. Poet and additional reporting 
ilaria Thomas 4 5 = a 
says the procedure year legal saga is over the time slot. activist Adrienne by Jason Clark 
is not related to finally over. On March 
ENGAGED Gibb’s recent cancer 29, ajudge ended her 
30 Rock star battle, and that “his formal probation 
Alec Baldwin, 54, family [is] hoping for stemming from DUI BIRTHDAYS 
revealed on April 2 his full recovery.” charges. The 25-year- 
that he’s engaged old will remain on 
to girlfriend SETTLED informal probation 
Hilaria Thomas, 28. Spike Lee 55, until May 2014. 
reached a settlement 
BIRTHS with elderly couple 
Bruce Willis, 57, and Elaine and David >) 
wife Emma Heming McClain after errone- 
Willis, 33, welcomed ously tweeting their 
their first child address under the 
together, agirlnamed __ belief that it was the 
Mabel Ray Willis, in home of George 
LA.on April 1. Zimmerman, the man 


No fooling: 
Taylor Swift 
won Enter- 

_ _ tainer of the 
Year at the 
ACMs on 

‘\ Aprill 


First Lady, Michelle ~ 
Obama dropped by..., 
Kids’ Choice—but 3 
escaped the slime’. %), 
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ONCE A GENERATION (AT BEST), AN ARTIST AS SINGULAR AND 
INDOMITABLE AS ADELE COMES ALONG. AND WHEN THAT HAPPENS, EVERYONE FROM 
RECORD EXECUTIVES TO ASPIRING COFFEEHOUSE CHANTEUSES STARTS SCRAMBLING 
TO CAPTURE A LITTLE BIT OF THE MAGIC FOR THEMSELVES. HERE’S A LOOK AT 
HOW THE SUPERSTAR BROKE THROUGH—AND THE SEARCH FOR “THE NEXT ADELE.” 


== BY CLARK COLLIS 
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Adele (performing at 
the 2012 Grammys) has 
sold 19 million copies 
of her album 21 


In just over a year, the artist born 
Adele Laurie Blue Adkins has sold some 
19 million copies worldwide of her sec- 
ond album, 2/—an intimate, confessional 
collection of songs that, like La Havas’, 
are not an obvious fit for America’s often 
rigid mainstream-radio formats. Not 
surprisingly, its success has prompted a 
frenzied search for “the next Adele,” just 
as left-field phenomenons from Nirvana 
to Norah Jones did in the past. “Obvi- 
ously in meetings there’s a lot of ‘Why 
didn’t you sign Adele?’” says one vet- 
eran British A&R man, speaking anon- 
ymously. “Everyone goes out, tail in 
between their legs, and says, ‘Right, 
give me a girl singer with a voice!’” 

Not that Adele’s impact was expected, 
by any means—least of all by the singer 
herself. It wasn’t so long ago that she 
was merely one of several British song- 
birds, along with Duffy and Estelle, 
who arrived in the commercial slip- 
stream of Amy Winehouse. True, her 
debut, 2008’s 19, sold respectably; 
spawned the single “Chasing Pave- 
ments” (which peaked, prophetically, at 


No. 21 on the Hot 100); and earned her 
two Grammys, including one for Best 
New Artist. But she had doubts that 
21 would match the success of its pre- 
decessor. “I was saying, ‘I don’t think 


| this record is going to do anything. I 


can’t feel a buzz in America,” Adele 
told EW last spring, shortly after the 
release of 21. 

“When everybody heard the record, 
they knew it was special,” says 
Rob Stringer, chairman and CEO of 
Columbia Records. “But not one person 
could honestly tell you they thought 
it would sell this many.” In fact, lead 
single “Rolling in the Deep,” released in 
November 2010, was well received but 


| didn’t exactly burn up the charts. Soon, 


though, critical mass—and a string of 
high-profile pre-album-release appear- 
ances on shows ranging from Today to 
Letterman—took over. In February 
2011, 21 bowed at No. 1 with a startling 
352,000 copies sold. By May, “Rolling” 
sat atop the Hot 100 too. 

The more you examine the arc of 21, 


| the more surprising it becomes. Not 
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—WARNER BROS. RECORDS 
CHAIRMAN ROB CAVALLO 


only does its feisty, curvaceous creator | 


represent a variant on the usual blandly 
spoken, six-pack-proffering pop super- 
star, but for months she wasn’t able to 
promote the album at all, due to a vocal- 


cord hemorrhage and subsequent | 


operation. As Stringer points out, the 
fact that 21 has kept on selling massive 
weekly quantities with little assistance 
from the singer throws “every market- 
ing concept out the window.” Or maybe 
not: In 2002, Norah Jones scored a huge 
hit with her debut, Come Away With 
Me—and sold even greater numbers 
the following year, after she dialed back 
on doing publicity. “21 actually seemed 
to get bigger when [Adele] wasn’t there, 
and we found the same thing happened 


with Norah,” says EMI’s Zach 
Hochkeppel, who as the then VP 
of marketing at Jones’ label Blue 
Note oversaw Come Away With 
Me’s campaign. “There are a lot 
of lessons there—saying no 
sometimes is the best thing that 
you can do for your career.” 

But first, of course, the lis- 
tening public needs to give a 
resounding yes. And there is no 
shortage of hopefuls eager to 
pursue the path beaten by Adele 
(see sidebar). Naturally, it is 
much easier to follow the exam- 
ple of Adele than to match it. 


next great chanteuse, and while 
her much-hyped, divisively 
received debut, Born to Die, has 


worldwide, it seems unlikely that 
many A&R men will be seeking 
out “the next Lana” anytime 
soon. EW’s British A&R contact 
predicts the prospects will be 
much grimmer for many recent signees, 
and the labels that bring them on board, 
as well. “There will be plenty of girls 
signed and let go because they haven’t 
turned into the next Adele instantly,” he 
says. “A lot of shirts will be lost.” 

If you’re looking for “the next Adele” 
in the sense of “the next pop phenome- 


non,” however, then the female-singer- : 


songwriter genre may not be the right 
place to search at all. Says Rob Cavallo, 
who signed a scrappy little punk band 
called Green Day and is now chairman 
of Warner Bros. Records: “In this 
business, you’re trying to uncover that 
proverbial golden needle in the hay- 


stack. It’s not about following—if you ° 


follow, you’re dead. ‘The next Adele’ will 
look and sound and feel different.” In 
other words, 2013’s biggest sensation is 
just as likely to be a teenage rapper or, for 
that matter, a boy band sprung from a 
TV talent show, like recent chart-toppers 
One Direction (see story, page 58). 

If anything, the most immediate 
impact of Adele’s success on other artists 
may be more of an accidental by-product: 


THE 


MUSIC SPECIAL 


Her album, says Julie Pilat, a program 
director at KYSR and KIS FM in Los 
Angeles, has opened the door to artists 
with “a different texture, like Gotye or 
fun.,” two idiosyncratic acts (read more 
about them in our “30 Greatest Artists 
Right Now,” page 34) who have found sur- 
prising success on the airwaves in Adele’s 
wake. “If she didn’t happen,” Pilat says, “I 
don’t know if we would have thought that 
Gotye was a [potential] Top 40 record.” 
In the meantime, the hunt continues 
for that particular golden needle—even 
if not everyone in the industry is joining 
the fray. “I can honestly say we haven’t 


| signed any female singer-songwriters 


Lana Del Rey was hailed as the | 


sold some 1.6 million copies | 


in the same vein since we signed Adele,” 
says Stringer. “We’re not looking for 
that. I don’t want Adele lite. Why would 
I? I’ve got Adele.” m (Additional reporting 
by Kyle Anderson) 


THE NEXT 


ADELE? 


Superstardom is always a long shot. 
But if you like Adele, we 
think you'll like these artists, too. 


BIRDY The cthereal 
15-year-old has.a song on 
\ the Hunger Garr 


© soundtrack and has 


‘ worked 


EMELI SANDE Her soulfu 
debut, Our Ve f 
5, ha 2ady 

i the U.K. charts. 
/ Andsheis literally “the 
" next Adele’—that being 
her given first name. 


MICHAEL KIWANUKA 


The London native 
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Introducing the entirely new Acura RDX. 


(ay 


ACURA 


ADVANCE. 


Intelligently built for the size of your life. 


5 (a elie. 
= a) 


It's big without being too big. It’s small without being not big enough. Powerful but not gluttonous. Stylish but 
not ostentatious. It has the best highway fuel mileage for a V-6 in its class, yet it boasts a surprising 273 horsepower. 


It’s everything you're looking for in a luxury crossover. And more. And less. The entirely new Acura RDX. 


FROM BONA FIDE MEGASTARS TO INDIE CHAMPS AND ULTRA-NEW 
NAMES, WE PRESENT THE BIGGEST AND BEST RULING MUSICIN 2012. 


OUR FORMULA? WE WEIGHED EVERYTHING FROM HITMAKING 
ABILITY AND LONGEVITY TO STREET CRED. AND ABOVE ALL: TALENT. 


re 


ADELE 


Undisputed World Champion 


AGE 25 HOMETOWN 


ESSENTIAL TRACKS 


WHY WE LOVE HER 


WHAT’S NEXT 


listening 


KISS~ 


ness of recent country chart-t 


masterful storyteller, an exper 


emotion into a lush, relatable po 


Since revealing a dart 


oundtrack 


unSwift-y fashion, as a “haunting, creepy warning.” Late 
y 


of the Grammy-winnin 


4, More stripped 


lead single, “Safe 


ded for radio: “Eyes Open 


, detractors have 


dismissing her as too girlish 


r “Ours,” Swift prov 
ng a single moment or 
y postcard. What's next 


h the Hunger 


r growth as a songwriter with a 


year, she plans.to release her fourth studio album, Essential 
tracks “You Belong With Me,” “Back to December,” “Ours’ 


DRAKE 


Age 25 Hometown Toronto 
Why we love him Because he’s 
not afraid to lift the curtain on his 
life in a genre generally known for 
treating emotional vulnerability 
like kryptonite. The Degrassi star- 
turned-mega-rapper has built 

his career on getting personal, 
peppering his confessional tracks 
with unfiltered accounts of his 
relationship to fame, women, and 
self-doubt. But that’s not to say 
the man lacks swagger; this is the 
guy, after all, who named his 2010 
debut Thank Me Later. What's 
next Drizzy’s always a team 
player: He lends his BFF Nicki 
Minaj (No. 8) an excellent cameo 
on her latest album, and hand- 
picked underground talents ASAP 
Rocky (No. 16) and Kendrick 
Lamar (see Coachella preview, 
page 56) to open for him on tour 
in Europe this summer. And he 
recently hinted at a possible 
posthumous collaboration with 
the singer Aaliyah—more than 

10 years after her death. 
Essential tracks “Marvin's Room,” 
“Headlines,” “Best | Ever Had” 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD 


Age 29 Hometown Checotah, 
Okla. Why we love her The 
country bombshell kicked off her 
career as a wide-eyed American 
Idol winner back in 2005, but over 
the years, she’s evolved into a 
versatile, self-assured crossover 
star capable of belting out soaring 
ballads (“So Small”) and done- 
me-wrong barn burners (how 
many cars have been gleefully 
keyed to “Before He Cheats”?) 
with equal, rafters-reaching verve. 
What's next Her upcoming fourth 
album, Blown Away, the follow-up 
to 2009's multiplatinum Play 

On, is due to hit stores May 1; in 
the meantime, “Good Girl” has 
already become her fastest-selling 
single to date. “I got to take a little 
more time making this album 
and | feel like I'm really ready 

for it to be out there,” she tells 
EW. “It's like the beginning of a 
relationship—everything is new 
and exciting.” Also ahead: summer 
dates at stadiums, fairs, and 
festivals, and a full-blown fall 
tour. Essential tracks “Before 
He Cheats,” “Undo It,” “Good Girl” 
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KATY 


PERRY 


Bubblegum Queen 


v 


“T want love to walk right up and bite me/Grab ahold of me and fight me” 


AGE 27 HOMETOWN Santa Barbara WHY WE LOVE 
HER The radio-dominating concoctions of her 
2010 juggernaut Teenage Dream, which yielded 

a chart-boggling five No. 1 hits, are pure pop 
frosting. But the thing that sets Perry apart 
from her similarly sugary contemporaries is her 
complete skill set. “She’s an incredible artist 
because she’s the total package,” says producer 
and frequent collaborator Dr. Luke. “She's a 
great writer, she has a great vision, she puts on 
a great live show, and she’s got the voice.” That, 
and the recently divorced singer's goofball 
humor and heart-on-sleeve humility, which 
shine through both on record and in person. 
WHAT’S NEXT Teenage Dream: The Complete 
Confection, an expanded collection, came out last 
week, and this summer will see the theatrical 
release of the 3-D concert movie Katy Perry: 
Part of Me. ESSENTIAL TRACKS “Teenage Dream,” 
“Hot N Cold,” “California Gurls” 


JACK 
WHITE 


Indie MVP 


Age 36 Hometown 
Detroit Why we love 


him After nearly 

15 years fronting the 
most dependably dynamic 
duo in rock, White retired the 
White Stripes in 2011 and 
moved full-time into indie 
moguldom: His Third Man 
Records headquarters, located 
in his new home base of 
Nashville, serves as a perfor- 
mance venue, recording 
studio, and unofficial nexus 
of the city’s underground 
creative scene. Drop by on 

a good day and you might 
catch him producing material 
for 50s rockabilly queen 
Wanda Jackson or legendary 
pussycat fan Tom Jones, 
hosting an impromptu live 
show, or even loading up the 
taxi-yellow Third Man Rolling 


Record Store truck with fresh- 


pressed viny!. What's next 
White is prepping for the 
April 24 release of Blunder- 
buss, his first(!) solo album. 
Essential tracks “Fell in Love 
With a Girl,” “Seven Nation 
Army,” “Love Interruption” 


TREND ALERT 


RETURN 


VINYL 


undoubtedly helps.) 
Says Daniel Tures, 
a floor manager at 
California's beloved 
Amoeba Music mini- 
chain: “It used to be 
a grouchy-old-man 
thing, but now it's a 
younger generation— 
kids under 30. It's the 
artwork, and the liner 
notes and text, just 
the artisan quality of 
it.” Jack White agrees: 
With digital, “you can 
fast-forward and skip 
it with a mouse and 
click it off” he told EW 
last year. “You're not 
reverential toward 
the music.” With vinyl, 
on the other hand, 
“there's an inherent 
romance to it. 
When you put 
the needle down, you 
feel connected.” 
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OF THE 


AS RECENTLY 
as 2010, you could 
count the number of 
successful rappers 
with XX chromo- 
somes on one hand. 
Then Nicki Minaj 
dropped her platinum 
debut, Pink Friday, 
cracking the genre's 
glass ceiling and leav- 
ing a trail of stuttering 
male MCs in her wake. 
Minaj led the charge, 
but women like 
gleefully lewd Harlem 
native Azealia Banks, 
“Gucci Gucci" imp 
Kreayshawn, Miami's 
Brianna Perry, and 
Australian amazon 
Iggy Azalea have all 
built buzz in the 
interim. “The thing 
that’s cool about the 
scene right now is 
that it does feel really 
diverse,” says K. Flay 
(née Kristine Flaherty), 
a 26-year-old Bay 
Area rapper/producer/ 
Stanford grad 
who's already shared 
the stage with Snoop 
Dogg and Ludacris. 
“Maybe in a previous 
era the term ‘female 
rapper’ connoted a 
specific style, whereas 
now it’s more like a 
descriptor.” All the 
better for these 
women to fill in their 
own adjectives. And 
why not? That's what 
they've been honing 
their skills for all along. 


“Pminmy own lane/You ain't inmy category” 


THE BLACK 


KEYS 


Garage Gods 


©> 


Up,” “Lonely Boy” 


‘ 


NICKI MINAJ 


Radical Raptress 


Age 29 Hometown Queens Why we love her Beneath the 
wigs, the costumes, and a Sybil case study's worth of alter 
egos is, simply, a born entertainer. Minaj’s star rose quickly 
from mixtapes and guest spots to her 2010 debut Pink 
Friday, by 2011, she had officially become rap’s first fernale 
megastar to emerge in more than a decade, and perhaps 
the first one to ever fully cross over into the pop pantheon 
Her chaotic, Catholic Church-baiting performance at this 
year’s Grammys may have been a rare misstep, but her 
vocal-whiplash talents and riveting show(wo)manship 
continue to hold us rapt. What's next She'll be spending 
most of this summer touring Europe to support Pink 
Friday: Roman Reloaded (see review on page 81). And she 
and Ricky Martin are currently repping for MAC's Viva 
Glam AIDS Awareness campaign. Essential tracks 
“Champion,” “Super Bass," “Moment 4 Life’ 


MUMFORD & SONS 


Platinum Folkies 


AGES Dan Auerbach (left) is 32; Patrick Carney is 31. HOMETOWN Akron, Ohio 
WHY WE LOVE THEM It’s rare that one of the coolest bands also ranks among 
the most popular. But this bluesy twosome’s latest album, #7 Camino, 
debuted at No. 2 on the charts and still maintained enough 
vinyl-collector cred that everyone from Neil Young to 
the Roots’ Questlove cites them as proof that 
rock & roll still matters. But don’t worry that 
stardom has changed them too much: Asked 
how they celebrated their first Grammy 
wins, drummer Carney wryly replies, 
“T think we stole a bunch of stir straws 
from the Soho House in L.A.” 
WHAT’S NEXT They’ll spend the 
summer continuing the first head- 
lining arena tour of their career, 
which sold out Madison Square 
Garden in 15 minutes. ESSENTIAL 
TRACKS “Strange Times,” “Tighten 


RIHANNA 


Dance-Pop Muse 


Ages Marcus Mumford (above), 
Ben Lovett, and Winston Marshall 
are 25; Ted Dwane is 27. Home- 
town London Why we love them 
Rarely has a band whose name 
sounds like an olden-times 
barbershop and whose sound is 
built on defiantly uncommercial 
genres (expletive-laden folk, 
acoustic rock) and instruments 
(banjo, mandolin) been so..acces- 
sible. Just don’t expect them to 
brag about it: “Even in the UK, 
where we're from, we don't know 
why people decided to buy our 
record,” multi-instrumentalist 
Lovett insists of their 2010 break- 
out, Sigh No More. “It's amazing, 
really.” What's next They're play- 
ing festivals now and hope to have 
their much-anticipated second 
album out later this year. The 
documentary Big Easy Express, 

a chronicle of the America-by- 
locomotive concert dates they 
headlined last year, just won an 
Audience Award at the SXSW 
film festival. Essential tracks 
“Little Lion Man,” “The Cave,” 
"Ghosts That We Knew” 


Age 24 Hometown Bridgetown, 
Barbados Why we love her 
Hardly a week goes by when 
RiRi isn’t sending a new hit up 
the charts. In fact, she’s probably 
doing it at this very moment. 
Shhhh—hear that? That's the 
sound of her breaking another 
record. What’s next Look for 
her (literally) splashy big-screen 
acting debut in Peter Berg's 
Battleship, out May 18 (naturally, 
she plays an alien-fighting 
weapons specialist). But mostly, 
she's busy collaborating with 

a gold-plated list of the best pop 
producers and writers in the 
business, from Calvin Harris 

(No. 28), who helmed her recent 
No.1 smash “We Found Love,” to 
“Umbrella” maestros The-Dream 
and Tricky Stewart. “Every week 
we touch base on what we want 
to do,” The-Dream tells EW of his 
working relationship with the star. 
“| don't want to spill the beans, 
but there’s never a lull time 
when we're not doing anything.” 
Essential tracks “We Found 
Love,” “Birthday Cake,” “Umbrella” 
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Approved Uses for ADVAIR DISKUS 


* ADVAIR DISKUS is for the treatment of asthma in patients 4 years and older. ADVAIR should be used 
only if your healthcare provider decides that your asthma is not well controlled with a long-term 


asthma control medicine, such as an inhaled corticosteroid. 


* ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 is approved for adults with COPD, including chronic bronchitis, emphysema, 
or both. You should only take l inhalation of ADVAIR twice a day. Higher doses will not provide 


additional benefits. 


* ADVAIR DISKUS is not for, and should not be used to treat, sudden, severe symptoms of asthma or COPD. 


ADVAIR won't replace a rescue inhaler. 


«People with asthma who take long-acting beta-adrenergic 
agonist (LABA) medicines, such as salmeterol (one of the 
medicines in ADVAIR), have an increased risk of death 
from asthma problems. It is not known whether fluticasone 
propionate, the other medicine in ADVAIR, reduces the risk of 
death from asthma problems seen with salmeterol. 

* Call your healthcare provider if breathing problems worsen 
over time while using ADVAIR. You may need different 
treatment. 

* Get emergency medical care if breathing problems worsen 
quickly and you use your rescue inhaler medicine, but it does 
not relieve your breathing problems. 

* ADVAIR should be used only if your healthcare provider decides 
that your asthma is not well controlled with a long-term 
asthma control medicine, such as an inhaled corticosteroid. 

*When your asthma is well controlled, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking ADVAIR. Your healthcare provider 
will decide if you can stop ADVAIR without loss of asthma control. 
Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different asthma control 
medicine for you, such as an inhaled corticosteroid. 

«Children and adolescents with asthma who take LABA 
medicines may have an increased risk of hospitalization for 
asthma problems. 

*Do not use ADVAIR to treat sudden, severe symptoms of asthma 
or COPD. Always have a rescue inhaler medicine with you to 
treat sudden symptoms. 

*Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS if you have severe allergy to milk 
proteins. Ask your doctor if you are not sure. 

*Do not use ADVAIR more often than prescribed. Do not take 
ADVAIR with other medicines that contain a LABA for any 
reason. Tell your doctor about medicines you take and about 
all of your medical conditions. 

* ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects, including: 

+ serious allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider or 
get emergency medical care if you get any of the following 
symptoms of a serious allergic reaction: rash; hives; swelling of 
the face, mouth, and tongue; breathing problems. 


*Subject fo eligibility, Restrictions apply, 
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Save on ADVAIR DISKUS: 


ADVAIR® helps you breathe better." 


Your results may vary. 
Talk to your doctor to see if ADVAIR 
might be right for you. 


Get your first full prescription free 
and save on refills” 


ADVAIRsavings.com or 1-800-524-1729 


* sudden breathing problems immediately after inhaling 
your medicine. 

* effects on heart: increased blood pressure; a fast and 
irregular heartbeat; chest pain. 

* effects on nervous system: tremor; nervousness. 

* reduced adrenal function (may result in loss of energy). 

* changes in blood (sugar, potassium, certain types of white 
blood cells). 

* weakened immune system and a higher chance of 
infections. You should avoid exposure to chickenpox and 
measles, and, if exposed, consult your healthcare provider 
without delay. Worsening of existing tuberculosis, fungal, 
bacterial, viral, or parasitic infections, or ocular herpes 
simplex may occur. 

* lower bone mineral density. This may be a problem for 
people who already have a higher chance of low bone 
density (osteoporosis). 

* eye problems including glaucoma and cataracts. You 
should have regular eye exams while using ADVAIR. 

* slowed growth in children. A child’s growth should be 
checked offen. 

* pneumonia. People with COPD have a higher chance of 
getting pneumonia. ADVAIR may increase the chance of 
getting pneumonia. Call your doctor if you notice any of the 
following symptoms: increase in mucus (sputum) production; 
change in mucus color; fever; chills; increased cough; 
increased breathing problems. 

Common side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS for asthma include 

upper respiratory tract infection, throat irritation, hoarseness 

and voice changes, thrush in the mouth and throat, bronchitis, 

cough, headache, and nausea and vomiting. In children with 

asthma, infections in the ear, nose, and throat are common. 

*Common side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 for COPD 
include thrush in the mouth and throat, throat irritation, 
hoarseness and voice changes, viral respiratory infections, 
headache, and muscle and bone pain. 


TPeople ages 12 years and older with asthma taking ADVAIR DISKUS 100/50 experienced improved lung function on a breathing test compared with people 
taking either fluticasone propionate 100 mcg or salmeterol 50 mcg (inhalation powders) alone. 


TADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 is clinically proven in COPD to significantly improve lung function (measured by a breathing test), compared with people taking either 


fluticasone propionate 250 meg or salmeterol 50 meg (inhalation powders). 


Please see Brief Summary of Important Safety Information about ADVAIR DISKUS on next page. 
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


fosk] GlaxoSmithKline 


GSK 
For YX UI 


If you don't have prescription coverage and can't afford your medicines, 
visit GSKforYou.com or call 1-866-GSK-FOR-U (1-866-475-3678) 


ADVAIR DISKUS 2500 


(Hticasone propionate 250 meg and salmeterol 50 mcg inhalation powder) 


ADVAIR DISKUS" 


(fluticasone propionate and BRIEF 
salmeterol inhalation powder) SUMMARY 
This summary does not take the place of talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medical condition or 
treatment. See full Prescribing Information for complete 
product information. 


What is the most important information | should 
know about ADVAIR DISKUS? 


ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects, including: 
1. People with asthma who take long-acting beta,- 
adrenergic agonist (LABA) medicines, such as 
salmeterol (one of the medicines in ADVAIR DISKUS), 


have an increased risk of death from asthma — 


problems. Itis not known whether fluticasone propionate, 
the other medicine in ADVAIR DISKUS, reduces the risk 
of death from asthma problems seen with salmeterol. 


© Call your healthcare provider if breathing problems — 


worsen over time while using ADVAIR DISKUS. You 
may need different treatment. 

© Get emergency medical care if: 

- breathing problems worsen quickly and 
- you use your rescue inhaler medicine, but it does not 
felieve your breathing problems. 

2. ADVAIR DISKUS should be used only if your healthcare 
provider decides that your asthma is not well controlled 
with a long-term asthma control medicine, such as 
inhaled corticosteroids. 

3. When your asthma is well controlled, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking ADVAIR DISKUS. Your 
healthcare provider will decide if you can stop ADVAIR 
DISKUS without loss of asthma control. Your healthcare 
provider may prescribe a different asthma control 
medicine for you, such as an inhaled corticosteroid. 

4. Children and adolescents who take LABA medicines may 
have an increased risk of being hospitalized for asthma 
problems. 


What is ADVAIR DISKUS? 


e ADVAIR DISKUS combines an inhaled corticosteroid 
medicine, fluticasone propionate (the same medicine 
found in FLOVENT®), and a LABA medicine, salmeterol 
(the same medicine found in SEREVENT®). 

- Inhaled corticosteroids help to decrease inflammation in 


the lungs. Inflammation in the lungs can lead to asthma _| 


symptoms. 


-LABA medicines are used in people with asthma and | 


chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). LABA 
medicines help the muscles around the airways in your 
lungs stay relaxed to prevent symptoms, such as wheezing 
and shortness of breath. These symptoms can happen 
when the muscles around the airways tighten. This makes 
ithard to breathe. In severe cases, wheezing can stop your 
breathing and cause death if not treated right away. 
© ADVAIR DISKUS is used for asthma and COPD as follows: 
Asthma 
ADVAIR DISKUS is used to control symptoms of asthma 
and to prevent symptoms such as wheezing in adults and 
children aged 4 years and older. 
ADVAIR DISKUS contains salmeterol (the same medicine 
found in SEREVENT). LABA medicines, such as salmeterol, 
increase the risk of death from asthma problems. 
ADVAIR DISKUS is not for adults and children with asthma 
who are well controlled with an asthma control 
medicine, such as a low to medium dose of an inhaled 
corticosteroid medicine. 
COPD 
COPD is a chronic lung disease that includes chronic 
bronchitis, emphysema, or both. ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 
is used long term, 2 times each day to help improve lung 
function for better breathing in adults with COPD. 
ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 has been shown to decrease 
the number of flare-ups and worsening of COPD 
symptoms (exacerbations). 


Who should not use ADVAIR DISKUS? 


Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS: 
® to treat sudden, severe symptoms of asthma or COPD. 


GlaxoSmithKline 
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
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e if you have a severe allergy to milk proteins. Ask your 
doctor if you are not sure. 


What should | tell my healthcare provider before 
using ADVAIR DISKUS? 


Tell your healthcare provider about all of your health 
conditions, including if you: 


*have heart problems —¢ have high blood pressure 
* have seizures * have thyroid problems 
have diabetes have liver problems 

* have osteoporosis 


© have an immune system problem 

* are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is 
not known if ADVAIR DISKUS may harm your unborn baby. 

* are breastfeeding. It is not known if ADVAIR DISKUS 
passes into your milk and if it can harm your baby. 

¢ are allergic to any of the ingredients in ADVAIR 
DISKUS, any other medicines, or food products 

© are exposed to chickenpox or measles 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 

take including prescription and non-prescription medicines, 

vitamins, and herbal supplements. ADVAIR DISKUS and 

certain other medicines may interact with each other. 

This may cause serious side effects. Especially, tell your 

healthcare provider if you take ritonavir. The anti-HIV 

medicines NORVIR® (ritonavir capsules) Soft Gelatin, 

NORVIR (ritonavir oral solution), and KALETRA® (lopinavir/ 

ritonavir) Tablets contain ritonavir. 

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list and show it 

to your healthcare provider and pharmacist each time you 

get a new medicine. 


How do / use ADVAIR DISKUS? 


Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS unless your healthcare 
provider has taught you and you understand everything. 
Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have 
any questions. 

© Children should use ADVAIR DISKUS with an adult's help, 
as instructed by the child’s healthcare provider. 

e Use ADVAIR DISKUS exactly as prescribed. Do not use 
ADVAIR DISKUS more often than prescribed. ADVAIR 
DISKUS comes in 3 strengths. Your healthcare provider 
has prescribed the one that is best for your condition. 

e The usual dosage of ADVAIR DISKUS is 1 inhalation 
2 times each day (morning and evening). The 2 doses 
should be about 12 hours apart. Rinse your mouth with 
water after using ADVAIR DISKUS. 

© lf you take more ADVAIR DISKUS than your doctor has 
prescribed, get medical help right away if you have any 
unusual symptoms, such as worsening shortness of 
breath, chest pain, increased heart rate, or shakiness. 

¢ lf you miss a dose of ADVAIR DISKUS, just skip that dose. 
Take your next dose at your usual time. Do not take 2 
doses at one time. 

Do not use a spacer device with ADVAIR DISKUS. 

Do not breathe into ADVAIR DISKUS. 

While you are using ADVAIR DISKUS 2 times each day, 
do not use other medicines that contain a LABA for 
any reason. Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if 
any of your other medicines are LABA medicines. 

© Do not stop using ADVAIR DISKUS or other asthma 
medicines unless told to do so by your healthcare provider 
because your symptoms might get worse. Your healthcare 
provider will change your medicines as needed. 

© ADVAIR DISKUS does not relieve sudden symptoms. 
Always have a rescue inhaler medicine with you to treat 
sudden symptoms. If you do not have an inhaled, short- 
acting bronchodilator, call your healthcare provider to 
have one prescribed for you, 


Call your healthcare provider or get medical care 

right away if: 

© your breathing problems worsen with ADVAIR DISKUS 

© you need to use your rescue inhaler medicine more often 
than usual 

your rescue inhaler medicine does not work as well for you 
at relieving symptoms 

© you need to use 4 or more inhalations of your rescue 
inhaler medicine for 2 or more days in a row 


ADVAIR DISKUS, DISKUS, FLOVENT, and SEREVENT are 
registered trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline. Norvir and 
Kaletra are registered trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. 


® you use 1 whole canister of your rescue inhaler medicine 
in 8 weeks’ time 

® your peak flow meter results decrease. Your healthcare 
provider will tell you the numbers that are right for you. 

® you have asthma and your symptoms do not improve after 
using ADVAIR DISKUS regularly for 1 week 

What are the possible side effects with ADVAIR DISKUS? 
¢ ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects, 
including: 

See “What is the most important information | should 
know about ADVAIR DISKUS?” 

* serious allergic reactions, Call your healthcare provider 
or get emergency medical care if you get any of the 
following symptoms of a serious allergic reaction: 

- rash 

- hives 

- Swelling of the face, mouth, and tongue 
- breathing problems 

© sudden breathing problems immediately after inhaling 
your medicine 

* effects on heart 
- increased blood pressure 
~ a fast and irregular heartbeat 
- chest pain 

* effects on nervous system 
- tremor 
- Nervousness 

* reduced adrenal function (may result in loss of energy) 

* changes in blood (sugar, potassium, certain types of 
white blood cells) 

© weakened immune system and a higher chance of 
infections 

* lower bone mineral density. This may be a problem 
for people who already have a higher chance of low bone 
density (osteoporosis), 

* eye problems including glaucoma and cataracts. You 
should have regular eye exams while using ADVAIR DISKUS. 

* slowed growth in children. A child's growth should be 
checked often. 

© pneumonia. People with COPD have a higher chance 
of getting pneumonia. ADVAIR DISKUS may increase 
the chance of getting pneumonia. Call your healthcare 
provider if you notice any of the following symptoms: 

- increase in mucus (sputum) production 
- change in mucus color 
- fever 
- chills 
- increased cough 
- increased breathing problems 
Common side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS include: 


Asthma: COPD: 

© upper respiratory tract ¢ thrush in the mouth and 
infection throat 

© throat irritation © throat irritation 

© hoarseness and voice © hoarseness and voice 
changes changes 

e thrush in the mouth and © viral respiratory infections 
throat headache 

© bronchitis ¢ muscle and bone pain 

© cough 

* headache 

nausea and vomiting 


In children with asthma, infections in the ear, nose, and 
throat are common. 

Tell your healthcare provider about any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away. 

These are not all the side effects with ADVAIR DISKUS. Ask 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist for more information. 


| Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You 


may report side effects to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 
Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for additional 
information about ADVAIR DISKUS. You can also contact 
the company that makes ADVAIR DISKUS (toll free) 
at 1-888-825-5249 or at www.advair.com. 
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BRUNO 
MARS 


Pop-Soul Showman 


a 


Age 26 Home- 
town Honolulu 
Why we love him 
Mars has been on 
stage since age 3, and it 
shows: He’s an unflaqgingly 
dynamic performer, whether 
he’s strutting like James 
Brown in gold lamé at this 
year’s Grammys or paying 
sweet tribute to Amy Wine- 
house at the 2011 VMAs. And 
he’s a consistently impressive 
songwriter (he co-penned 
alittle tune for Cee Lo Green 
called “F--- You,” among 
others). But it’s that supple, 
buttery voice that keeps us 
coming back. “We've seen 

a tiny sliver of what he has 
to offer,” says collaborator 
Claude Kelly, who co-wrote 
Mars’ international smash 
“Grenade.” “In a lot of ways, 
he reminds me of Billy Joel. 
He just has his hand in so 
many styles: It’s pop, it’s jazz, 
it’s blues. He's the real deal.’ 
What's next He’s hard at 
work on his second album. 
Essential tracks “Grenade,” 
“Nothin’ on You,” “It Will Rain” 


“Counting down to detonate/You will need an army/Disarming me” 


Ages Dave Grohl and 

Nate Mendel are 43, Taylor 
Hawkins and Chris Shiflett 
are 40, and Pat Smear is 52. 
Hometown Formed in 
Seattle, now based in LA. 
Why we love them 

In a musical landscape 
dominated by pantsless 
pop stars and studio 
dazzle, the Foos continue 
to raise their analog flag 
and fly it high. Last year’s 
Wasting Light, their 


FOO 
FIGHTERS 


Hard Rock Royalty 


©> 


AGE 34 HOMETOWN 
Chicago WHY WE 
LOVE HIM Never 
content to leave an 
envelope unpushed, 
*Ye continually 
takes artistic risks 
in a mainstream 
medium. Witness 
the way he drops 
out-there opuses 
(2010’s My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy) and 
commercial monsters (last year’s luxury-rap 
Jay-Z collab Watch the Throne) with equal aplomb. 


seventh album, took the 
band back to basics— 

and back to the garage: 
Recorded in a cleared-out, 
retrofitted car park in 
Grohl's LA. home, Light 
went on to win them a 
remarkable four Grammy 
awards in February. Not 
bad use of a room that, as 
Grohl joked to EW, was 
mainly a storage space for 
“a couple of kids’ bikes and 


some old luggage..there’s 
not even a dartboard in 
there.” What's next Grohl is 
working on a documentary 
called Sound City, about the 
legendary, now-shuttered 
LA. studio where some 

of music’s most iconic 
artists recorded, including 
his old band (Nirvana— 

you might be familiar?). 
Essential tracks “Everlong,” 
“Best of You,” “Walk” 


“He set up this big studio in Hawaii,” Bon Iver’s 
Justin Vernon told EW of working with West 

on MBDTF, “and we never spent time anywhere 
but there. I never went out to a club. We were all 
there working; Kanye slept on the couch every 
day. Anytime you watch somebody who’s that 
talented, you learn how to use your own talent.” 
WHAT'S NEXT He and Jay-Z will wrap their 
international Throne tour in June, and West is 
also producing the next release for his own label 
imprint G.O.0.D. (Getting Out Our Dreams) 
Music—featuring acts like Kid Cudi and Common 
from its heavy-hitting roster. ESSENTIAL TRACKS 
“Jesus Walks,” “Gold Digger,” “All of the Lights” 
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AGE 42 HOMETOWN WHY WE 
LOVE HIM 
. =a ™ 
Cag 
WHAT'S NEXT 
ESSENTIAL TRACKS 
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THE CIVIL WARS 


Ages Joy Williams is 29; John Paul White is 32. 


Hometowns Williams grew 
Calif, and White in Muscle Shoa 


up in Santa Cruz, 


Ala; they met 


in Nashville. Why we love them The duo (they're 


only a couple pre 


may rub elbov ith 
Adele during t 


Taylor Swift on the Hunger 


and they're a top-note 
harmor 
on stage that the ne 
What's next After a 
this fall. “The ripple e 


sionally; both are marrie 
our list’s top two ladies—they 
Jorth American tour an 


minted Grammy winners 
U.S. tour, they‘re headed for Europe 
has started to take place overseas,” 


says Williams, “so over the next couple of months, that’s our 


focus.” Also on her do 
first child with hus 
“Barton Hollow," “Poison & 


t? A baby! Willi 


ms will welcome 
June. Essential tracks 
I've Got This Friend” 


Age 23 Hometown New York 
City Why we love him A self- 
proclaimed “weirdo,” the Harlem 
upstart jumped to the forefront 
of rap’s mixtape renaissance 
with his rightfully acclaimed 
LiveLoveA$AP. The no-filler tape 
combines Southern production, 
New York street cred, and 
Rocky's own refreshingly sober 
worldview. “I ain't talkin’ ‘bout no 
money, | ain't talkin’ ‘bout no car/ 
Talkin’ ‘bout no diamonds ‘cause 
that s--- is a facade/Times 

is really hard,” he intones on 

his loping viral hit “Wassup.” 
What's next He's secured a 
major-label deal on the strength 
of early viral hits, and he’s aiming 
to release a deluxe edition of 
LiveLoveA$AP titled Long Live 
ASAP this summer, and a proper 
studio album later this year. 

His crew ASAP Mob (collectives 
are the other inescapable 

thing in rap right now) is also 
slated to release another mix- 
tape soon. Essential tracks 
“Wassup,” “Peso,” “New York 
Bittersweet Symphony” 


17 


FIONA APPLE 


Age 34 Hometown New York 
City Why we love her Sure, our 
16 years with Fiona have been 
arickety roller-coaster ride, but 
we're willing to put aside all the 
drama for the music now that 
she’s back with her first release 
in nearly seven years. From 

her multiplatinum 1996 debut 
Tidal to 2005's exquisite but 
underappreciated Extraordinary 
Machine, Apple's artistry is never 
less than enthralling. What's 
next She's already in the midst 
of a(nother) comeback year: 

Her fourth full-length, The /dler 
Wheel..—yes, the full title is 
actually 23 words long; did you 
expect anything less?—is set to 
reach eager listeners this June. 
She's already given fans a taste 
of what's to come with a handful 
of sold-out, rapturously received 
shows this spring, and her 
performance at New York's 
Governors Ball Music Festival 

in June will surely be an alfresco 
Fiona moment to remember. 
Essential tracks “Criminal,” “Part- 
ing Gift," “Extraordinary Machine” 
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June 7-10 
Country's biggest names 
come out each year for the 
ultimate fan experience. 
This year’s lineup includes 
Faith Hill (below), 
Lady Antebellum, and 
Blake Shelton. 


(cmafest.com) 


Dozens of famous 
singer-songwriters got 
their start at this 
music club, including a 
young Taylor Swift. 
(bluebirdcafe.com) 


The hallowed hall still 
hosts the long-running 
stage show and live radio 
program that nurtured 
so many country 
stars, like Hank Williams, 
Patsy Cline, and 
Dolly Parton. A can’t- 
miss destination for 
any music fan. 
(opry.com) 
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> (below) and 
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ROTTURE 


The raucous restaurant/ 
dance club/music 
venue in the Industrial 
District also houses a 
quieter bar downstairs. 
(rotture.com) 
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CRYSTAL ROSELAND 
BALLROOM THEATER 


Opened in 1914, the Acts like fun. and 
aroun venue still Ingrid Michaelson 
boasts a steady slate. will soon hit the stage 
Local band Wild Flag will at this acoustically 
be there on May 4. . spits pe uy 
‘roselandpdx.com; . . 2 
passcrastaias Music Millennium 
The oldest record store in 
the Pacific Northwest, 


the 43-year-old 
landmark still hosts 
in-store performances. 
(musicmillennium.com) 


Doug Fir Lounge 
Aswank’50s modernist 
restaurant upstairs, ithasa 
downstairs lounge that earns 
attention for its live-show 
lineup, which includes upcoming 
performers School of 
Seven Bells and Xiu Xiu. 
(dougfirlounge.com) 
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Historical Park 
Start your trip through 
music history—including 
walking tours and 
exhibits—with a stop 
at the visitor center. 
(npsgov/jazz) 


~~ Patterson Dr 


BhRREREELI 
BEELER ELSE. 
VIII 
BEEP E EDD 


be a winner with 
the all-new prius c. 


OF LIFE is a trademark of Hasbro an 012 Hasbro. All Rights Reserved. ©2012 Toyota Motor Sales, 


CLARKSON: KEVIN MAZUR/ WIREIMAGE.COM; OWEN: FREDERICK BREEDON IV/GETTY IMAGES 


Age 29 Hometown Fort 
Worth Why we love her 
She makes her’ own rules. 
Just recently, the /dol alum 
jumped ship to the younger, 
cooler environs of The Voice 
as a guest mentor, co-wrote 
a hit for a boy band (One 
Direction’s “Tell Me a Lie”; 
see feature on page 58); 
and switched teams from 
pop to country for the 
Grammys, where she and 
Jason Aldean performed 
their soaring crossover 
“Don’t You Wanna Stay.” 
Meanwhile, she managed to 
knock Adele off the No. 1 
perch with “Stronger (What 


“Tonight/We are young/So let’s set the world on fire/We can burn brighter than the sun” 


KELLY 
CLARKSON 


America’s Pop Idol 


© 


Doesn't Kill You).” “It’s a 
prophetic title,” Clarkson 
recently told EW of the song. 
“I've been in the industry for 
a decade now, and I'ma lot 


smarter about my decisions. 
| feel stronger overall.” 
What's next Now making 
her second home base in 
Nashville and regularly 


JAKE OWEN 


Nashville Casanova 


Age 30 Hometown Vero Beach, Fla. Why we love him Traditional 
country fans may scoff at the drum-machine-driven “Barefoot 
Blue Jean Night,” but the cascading “whoa’s of the chorus 
helped turn the sun-and-surf-lovin’ anthem into a crossover 
hit—and Owen's first No. 1. His follow-up, “Alone With You,” also 
hit the top of the country charts, proving that we're not the only 
ones smitten with the impressively maned breakout. (And yeah, 
it doesn’t hurt that he looks like a lost Wilson brother.) What's 
next Having toured with Brooks & Dunn, Sugarland, and Keith 
Urban already, Owen is no stranger to rolling with Nashville's 
Alist, but his 2012 gig opening for the Kenny Chesney- 

Tim McGraw summer doubleheader is a whole other level. “I've 
spent the last six years playing anywhere and everywhere,” he 
tells EW. “And I'm going to continue appreciating each day | 
can grab a guitar and sing.” Essential tracks “Barefoot Blue 
Jean Night,” “Alone With You,” “Don’t Think | Can't Love You” 


covering Shania Twain in 
concert, Clarkson is aiming to 
position herself as a country 
artist, too: She sent a 
fiddle-and-pedal-steel 
version of “Mr. Know It All” 
to country radio last week. 
And this summer she'll serve 
as a mentor on ABC's new 
singing competition Duets 
alongside Lionel Richie, Robin 
Thicke, and Sugarland's 
Jennifer Nettles. Essential 
tracks “Since U Been Gone,” 
“Already Gone,” “Stronger 
(What Doesn't Kill You)” 


AGES Nate Ruess 
is 30; Jack 
Antonoff and 
Andrew Dost are 
28. HOMETOWN 
New York City 
WHY WE LOVE 
THEM Their 
strutting, 
fantastically fist- 
pumpy single “We Are Young” may have taken 
them to the top of the Hot 100—the first rock 
band to do so since Coldplay did it with “Viva la 
Vida” in 2008—but each member of the trio 
served time in various nonstarter acts first, 
lending them a humility and perspective many 
young stars lack. “I’m so grateful that I get to 
enjoy this later on in life,” frontman Ruess 
explains. “After 10 years of being under the 
national radar, it still feels like it could turn on 
you at any second.” WHAT’S NEXT Look for the 
effortlessly hooky title track off their recent 
sophomore release, Some Nights, to follow in 
the radio-candy footsteps of “We Are Young” 
soon. (Whether it also lands in a high-profile 
car commercial and on Glee, as “Young” did, 
remains to be seen.) In the meantime, you can 
find the band on the road across the U.S. 
through June, including a stop at the Bonnaroo 
Music & Arts Festival in Tennessee. ESSENTIAL 
TRACKS “We Are Young,” “Some Nights,” 

“Why Am I the One” 


law to have your music 
on television,” explains 
The Voice mentor and 
Maroon 5 frontman 
Adam Levine. “But the 
world has changed.” 
Indeed. Soon after he 
joined the show, 
Maroon 5 hit No. 1 
with "Moves Like 
Jagger.” Jennifer 
Lopez experienced 
similar chart success 
after joining /dol.) Over 
on Dancing With the 
Stars, Gavin DeGraw is 
doing the paso doble 
while his single “Not 
Over You" enters its 
10th month on the 
charts. And original 
Idol Kelly Clarkson? A 
decade after winning, 
she’s still delivering 
hits—and headed for a 
mentor post on the 
singing competition 
Duets this summer. 
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AGE 20 HOMETOWN 
New York City WHY 
WE LOVE HER The 
Harlem-raised high 
school dropout’s glee- 
fully NSFW bass- 
bomb breakout, “212,” 
has accumulated 
more than 7 million 
YouTube views since 
it first landed online 
last fall (Kanye and Gwyneth, those two bellwethers 
of 140-characters-or-less buzz, are both fans). Her 
talent has already lured both Adele producer Paul 
Epworth, who helmed the throbbing “Bambi,” and 
cool-kid DJ/beatmaker-to-the-stars Diplo, her 
collaborator on the caustic, drum-pounding “F-- 
Up the Fun.” WHAT’S NEXT Banks is working on her 
proper debut, Broke With Expensive Taste, pegged 
for a September release. In the meantime, look for 
an EP called 1991 (her birth year, if that doesn’t make 
you feel geriatric), due later this month. ESSENTIAL 
TRACKS “212,” “Bambi,” “NEEDSUMLUV” 


COLDPLAY 


Kings of the Road 


Ages Chris Martin is 35; Will Champion is 33; Jonny Buckland 
and Guy Berryman are 34. Hometown London Why we love 
them As of 2011’s Mylo Xyloto, Coldplay may have finally 
become a better U2 than U2. At the very least, they've become 
a looser, more colorful Coldplay, slathering on synths and sing- 
along choruses and reaching for purer pop experiments like 
the Rihanna-assisted “Princess of China.” Martin has also grown 
steadily more flexible as a performer—in more ways than one. 
“The way | move on stage couldn't really be described as 
beautiful,” he jokes. “But it’s certainly full of passion.” What’s 
next A massive international tour, with multiple U.S. dates 
scattered from late April to mid-August. And we can't lie: 
We're equally stoked for their Stateside opening acts, 
including Swedish dance-pop dissident Robyn and stunning 
U.K. soulstress Emeli Sande. Essential tracks “Clocks,” “The 
Scientist,” “Every Teardrop Is a Waterfall” 


PEELE EEEELELEE UPL 


BRUCE 


SPRINGSTEEN 


Forever the Boss 


© 


AGE 62 HOMETOWN Freehold, N.J. (like 
you really had to ask) WHY WE LOVE HIM 
After six-plus decades, the Boss still 
seems to wake up every day looking to 
change and challenge the world. That 
restlessness has kept him vital—see his 
impassioned new album, Wrecking 
Ball—and engaged. “When I look out 
from my stage these days,” he tolda 
rapt crowd at his keynote address at 
this year’s South by Southwest music 
festival, “I look into the eyes of three 
generations of people. And still, 
popular music continues to provideits 
primary function as youth music, as 
a joyous argument-starter.” He dares 
you not to be stirred. WHAT'S NEXT He’s 
in the midst of touring with his freshly 
reconstituted E Street Band, featuring 
the late Clarence Clemons’ nephew 
Jake on sax. ESSENTIAL TRACKS “Thunder 
Road,” “Born to Run,” “The Rising” 


= 
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PROGRESSIVE 


LADY GAGA 


Mother Monster 
AGE 26 HOMETOWN New York City WHY WE LOVE 
HER The songs, the videos, the today-a-wombat- 
tomorrow-a-helicopter headgear—those are 
all great, but Gaga’s most singular attribute is 
her willingness to let everything play out in 
public, which sometimes means alienating some 
listeners. “Once you start to get bigger,” she told 
EW in 2009, “people around you don’t know how 
to filter what you began as into something larger. 
It takes time, and it takes originality. It takes 
uncertainty and trusting in your gift. That’s sort 
of my biggest achievement, and something that 
I really perceive as what will keep me around 
for a long time in the future.” WHAT’S NEXT She’s 
been lying relatively low, but if even half the 
rumors about the upcoming Born This Way Ball 
world tour are true, expect a fittingly bombastic 
return to form. ESSENTIAL TRACKS “Poker Face,” 
“Bad Romance,” “The Edge of Glory” 


AGE 25 HOMETOWN 
London WHY WE 
LOVE HER Glorious 
banshee Florence 
Welch had us at 
2009's Lungs, 

and its signature 
anthem “Dog Days 
Are Over.” Now 
she’s won us again 
with the recent 
Ceremonials. WHAT’S NEXT A U.S. tour through 
July; a song on June’s Snow White and the 
Huntsman soundtrack; and an MTV Unplugged 
special airing April 8, accompanied by a live 
album. “We taped it in a super-old synagogue 

in New York,” Welch tells EW, “and Kanye came 
and sat literally in the front row. It was amazing 
to see one of your idols sitting right in front 

of you.” ESSENTIAL TRACKS “Shake It Out,” “Dog 
Days Are Over,” “Cosmic Love” 


POEL LEEELLLPLUULL LL 


i 


! 
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BEYONCE 


R&B Goddess 


© 


AGE 30) HOMETOWN Houston WHY WE 

LOVE HER As a pop diva—see last year’s 
sparkling R&B opus 4—actress, and 
newly minted power mom, she’s a triple 
threat, marching her way to world 
domination in sparkly heels. No wonder 
she counts everyone from Adele (a self- 
confessed Destiny’s Child follower since 
age 11) to Miranda Lambert (“I will always 
buy every record she makes,” she told 
EW) asa fan. WHAT'S NEXT She’s already 
working on her fifth studio album, and 
is attached to star in Clint Eastwood’s 
update of A Star Is Born. (Rumor has 

it she’s recording for the soundtrack, 
too.) And she’ll perform her first 
post-baby concerts over Memorial Day 
weekend in Atlantic City. ESSENTIAL 
TRACKS “Crazy in Love,” “Countdown,” 
“Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)” 
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After 6 weeks on an antidepressant, I was stil struggling with 


my depression." 


If you've been on an antidepressant for at least 6 weeks and are still struggling with depression, having ABILIFY® (aripiprazole) 
added to your antidepressant may help with unresolved symptoms as early as 1-2 weeks.* 


ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat depression in adults as add-on treatment to an antidepressant when 


an antidepressant alone is not enough. 


Important Safety Information 


Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis (eg, an inability 
to perform daily activities due to increased memory loss) taking 
ABILIFY have an increased risk of death or stroke. ABILIFY is not 
approved for treating these patients. 


Antidepressants can increase suicidal thoughts and behaviors in 

children, teens, and young adults. Serious mental illnesses are 

themselves associated with an increase in the risk of suicide. 

When taking ABILIFY call your doctor right away if you have new 

or worsening depression symptoms, unusual changes in behavior, 

or thoughts of suicide. Patients and their caregivers should be 

especially observant within the first few months of treatment or 

after a change in dose. Approved only for adults 18 and over with 

depression. 

® Call your doctor if you develop high fever, stiff muscles, confusion, 
sweating, changes in pulse, heart rate and blood pressure, as these 
may be signs of a condition called neuroleptic malignant syndrome 
(NMS), a rare and serious condition that can lead to death 

© If you have diabetes or have risk factors or symptoms of diabetes, your 
blood sugar should be monitored. High blood sugar has been reported 
with ABILIFY and medicines like it. In some cases, extremely high blood 
sugar can lead to coma or death 

© Changes in cholesterol and triglyceride (fat, also called lipids) 
levels in the blood have been seen in patients taking medicines like 
ABILIFY 

© You and your doctor should check your weight regularly since weight 
gain has been reported with medicines like ABILIFY 


® lf you develop uncontrollable facial or body movements, call your 
doctor, as these may be signs of tardive dyskinesia (TD). TD may 
not go away, even if you stop taking ABILIFY. TD may also start after 
you stop taking ABILIFY 
© Other risks may include lightheadedness upon standing, decreases 
in white blood cells (which can be serious), seizures, trouble 
swallowing, or impairment in judgment or motor skills. Until you know 
how ABILIFY affects you, you should not drive or operate machinery 
The common side effects in adults in clinical trials (=10%) include 
Nausea, vomiting, constipation, headache, dizziness, an inner sense 
of restlessness or need to move (akathisia), anxiety, and insomnia. 
Tell your doctor about all the medicines you're taking, since there are 
some risks for drug interactions. You should avoid alcohol while taking 
ABILIFY. 


You are e:couraged to report negative side effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 
1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please read the additional Important Information 
about ABILIFY on the adjacent page. 


Ask your doctor about the option 
of adding ABILIFY. 


ABILIFY 


(aripiprazole) 


2mg,5 mg Tablet 


Learn about a FREE trial offer’ at ABILIFYCopay.com or 1-800-681-7541 


If you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, call 
1-888-4PPA-NOW (1-888-477-2669). Or go to weww.ppanx.oeg 


*Based on 6-week clinical studies comparing 
ABILIFY + antidepressant versus antidepressant alone. 


Restrictions apply. 
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Pa Bristol-Myers Squibb @oisuka Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 


570US11AB35601 January 2012 0311P-0918 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY (aripiprazole) 


ABILIFY® (a BIL fi) 
(aripiprazole) 


This summary of the Medication Guide contains risk and 
safety information for patients about ABILIFY. This summary 
does not include all information about ABILIFY and is not 
meant to take the place of discussions with your healthcare 
professional about your treatment. Please read this important 
information carefully before you start taking ABILIFY and 
discuss any questions about ABILIFY with your healthcare 
professional. 


What is the most important information | should know 

about ABILIFY? 

Serious side effects may happen when you take ABILIFY, 

including: 

¢ increased risk of death in elderly patients with 

dementia-related psychosis: 
Medicines like ABILIFY can raise the risk of death in elderly 
people who have lost touch with reality (psychosis) due to 
confusion and memory loss (dementia). ABILIFY is not 
approved for the treatment of patients with 
dementia-related psychosis. 

Risk of suicidal thoughts or actions: Antidepressant 
medicines, depression and other serious mental 
illnesses, and suicidal thoughts or actions: 
Antidepressant medicines may increase suicidal thoughts 
or actions in some children, teenagers, and young adults 
within the first few months of treatment. Depression and 
other serious mental illnesses are the most important 
causes of suicidal thoughts and actions. Some people may 
have a particularly high risk of having suicidal thoughts or 
actions including people who have (or have a family history 
of) bipolar illness (also called manic-depressive illness) or 
suicidal thoughts or actions. 

How can | watch for and try to prevent suicidal 

thoughts and actions in myself or a family member? 

© Pay close attention to any changes, especially sudden 
changes, in mood, behaviors, thoughts, or feelings. This is 
very important when an antidepressant medicine is 
started or when the dose is changed. 

® Call the healthcare provider right away to report new or 
sudden changes in mood, behavior, thoughts, or feelings. 

* Keep all follow-up visits with the healthcare provider as 
scheduled. Call the healthcare provider between visits as 
needed, especially if you have concerns about symptoms. 

Call a healthcare provider right away if you or your family 

member has any of the following symptoms, especially if 

they are new, worse, or worry you: 

* thoughts about suicide or dying, attempts to commit 
suicide, new or worse depression, new or worse anxiety, 
feeling very agitated or restless, panic attacks, trouble 
sleeping (insomnia), new or worse irritability, acting 
aggressive, being angry, or violent, acting on dangerous 
impulses, an extreme increase in activity and talking 
(mania), other unusual changes in behavior or mood. 


What else do | need to know about antidepressant 

medicines? 

© Never stop an antidepressant medicine without first 
talking to a healthcare provider. Stopping an antidepressant 
Medicine suddenly can cause other symptoms. 

* Antidepressants are medicines used to treat 
depression and other illnesses. It is important to discuss 
all the risks of treating depression and also the risks of not 
treating it. Patients and their families or other caregivers 
should discuss all treatment choices with the healthcare 
provider, not just the use of antidepressants. 

* Antidepressant medicines have other side effects. Talk 
to the healthcare provider about the side effects of the 
medicine prescribed for you or your family member. 

* Antidepressant medicines can interact with other 
medicines. Know all of the medicines that you or your 
family member takes. Keep a list of all medicines to show 
the healthcare provider. Do not start new medicines without 
first checking with your healthcare provider. 

*Not all antidepressant medicines prescribed for 
children are FDA approved for use in children. Talk to 
your child's healthcare provider for more information. 


RKONLY 


What is ABILIFY (aripiprazole)? 

ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat: 

© major depressive disorder in adults, as an add-on 
treatment to an antidepressant medicine when you do not 
get better with an antidepressant alone. 

The symptoms of major depressive disorder (MDD) include 

feeling of sadness and emptiness, loss of interest in activities 

that you once enjoyed and loss of energy, problems focusing 
and making decisions, feeling of worthlessness or guilt, changes 
in sleep or eating pattems, and thoughts of death or suicide. 

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking 

ABILIFY? 

Before taking ABILIFY, tell your healthcare provider if you have 

or had: 

¢ diabetes or high blood sugar in you or your family; your 
healthcare provider should check your blood sugar before 
you start ABILIFY and also during therapy. 

* seizures (convulsions). 

* low or high blood pressure. 

heart problems or stroke. 

© pregnancy or plans to become pregnant. It is not known if 
ABILIFY will harm your unbom baby. 

© breast-feeding or plans to breast-feed. It is not known if 
ABILIFY will pass into your breast milk. You and your 
healthcare provider should decide if you will take ABILIFY or 
breast-feed. You should not do both. 

© low white blood cell count. 

© phenylketonuria. ABILIFY DISCMELT Orally Disintegrating 
Tablets contain phenylalanine, 

* any other medical conditions. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines that 

you take or recently have taken, including prescription 

medicines, non-prescription medicines, herbal supplements, 
and vitamins. 

ABILIFY and other medicines may affect each other causing 

possible serious side effects. ABILIFY may affect the way 

other medicines work, and other medicines may affect how 

ABILIFY works. 

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take 

ABILIFY with your other medicines. Do not start or stop any 

medicines while taking ABILIFY without talking to your 

healthcare provider first. Know the medicines you take. Keep 

a list of your medicines to show your healthcare provider and 

pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

How should | take ABILIFY? 

* Take ABILIFY exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to 
take it Do not change the dose or stop taking ABILIFY yourself. 

¢ ABILIFY can be taken with or without food. 

* ABILIFY tablets should be swallowed whole. 

° If you miss a dose of ABILIFY, take the missed dose as soon 
as you remember. If it is almost time for the next dose, just 
skip the missed dose and take your next dose at the regular 
time. Do not take two doses of ABILIFY at the same time. 

© If you take too much ABILIFY, call your healthcare provider 
or poison control center at 1-800-222-1222 right away, or 
go to the nearest hospital emergency room. 

What should | avoid while taking ABILIFY? 

*Do not drive, operate heavy machinery, or do other 
dangerous activities until you know how ABILIFY affects 
you. ABILIFY may make you drowsy. 

Do not drink alcohol while taking ABILIFY. 

* Avoid getting over-heated or dehydrated. 

* Do not over-exercise. 

© In hot weather, stay inside in a cool place if possible. 

© Stay out of the sun. Do not wear too much or heavy clothing. 
© Drink plenty of water. 


What are the possible side effects of ABILIFY? 

Serious side effects have been reported with ABILIFY 

including: 

* Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have some or all of the 
following symptoms: high fever, stiff muscles, confusion, 
sweating, changes in pulse, heart rate, and blood pressure. 


These may be symptoms of a rare and serious condition 
that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of these symptoms. 

* High blood sugar (hyperglycemia); Increases in blood 
sugar can happen in some people who take ABILIFY 
(aripiprazole). Extremely high blood sugar can lead to coma 
or death. If you have diabetes or risk factors for diabetes 
(such as being overweight or a family history of diabetes), 
your healthcare provider should check your blood sugar 
before you start ABILIFY and during therapy. 

Call your healthcare provider if you have any of these 

symptoms of high blood sugar while taking ABILIFY: 

© feel very thirsty, need to urinate more than usual, feel very 
hungry, fee! weak or tired, feel sick to your stomach, fee! 
confused, or your breath smells fruity. 

* Increase in weight: Weight gain has been reported in 
patients taking medicines like ABILIFY, so you and your 
healthcare provider should check your weight regularly. For 
children and adolescent patients (6 to 17 years of age) 
weight gain should be compared against that expected 
with normal growth. 

* Difficulty swallowing: may lead to aspiration and choking. 

® Tardive dyskinesia: Call your healthcare provider about 
any movements you cannot control in your face, tongue, or 
other body parts. These may be signs of a serious condition. 
Tardive dyskinesia may not go away, even if you stop taking 
ABILIFY. Tardive dyskinesia may also start after you stop 
taking ABILIFY. 

¢ Orthostatic hypotension (decreased blood pressure): 
lightheadedness or fainting when rising too quickly from a 
sitting or lying position. 

* Low white blood cell count 

* Seizures (convulsions) 

Common side effects with ABILIFY in adults include 

nausea, inner sense of restlessness/need to move (akathisia), 

vomiting, anxiety, constipation, insomnia, headache, 
restlessness, dizziness. 

These are not all the possible side effects of ABILIFY. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You 

may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


General information about ABILIFY 

® Store ABILIFY at room temperature, between 59°F to 86°F. 
Opened bottles of ABILIFY Oral Solution can be used for up 
to 6 months after opening, but not beyond the expiration 
date on the bottle. Keep ABILIFY and all medicines out of 
the reach of children. 

© Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other 
than those listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use ABILIFY 
for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give 
ABILIFY to other people, even if they have the same 
condition. It may harm them. 

¢ This summary contains the most important information 
about ABILIFY. If you would like more information, talk with 
your healthcare provider. For more information about 
ABILIFY visit www.abilify.com. 

Tablets manufactured by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co, Ltd, Tokyo, 

101-8535 Japan or Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 

08543 USA 

Orally Disintegrating Tablets, Oral Solution, and Injection manufactured 

by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 

Distributed and marketed by Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc, 

Rockville, MD 20850 USA 

Marketed by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 

ABILIFY is a trademark of Otsuka Pharmaceutical Company. 
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@ oisuka Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 
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“Well it’s hot, it’s loud, it’s wild/We bounce to this track” 


TREND ALERT 


GOTYE 


Awesome Aussie 


AGE 31 HOMETOWN Melbourne, Australia 

WHY WE LOVE HIM The Belgian-born singer’s 
haunting relationship postmortem “Somebody 
That I Used to Know”—and its 
body-painted PG-13 video—has 
already topped nearly as many 
charts as there are countries in the 
European Union. And the fact that he 
scratches our secret Sting- and Peter Gabriel- 
loving itch doesn’t hurt. WHAT’S NEXT He’ll be the 
musical guest on Saturday Night Live April 14. And ‘ 
“Somebody” is still holding strong on the Billboard ‘ 
Hot 100—tellingly, it’s also slated to be covered in an 
upcoming episode of Glee—so he’s got some time to 
figure out how to stretch his success further while 

he continues his U.S. tour through the end of this month. 
ESSENTIAL TRACKS “Somebody That I Used to Know,” 


once-anonymous 
knob fiddler taking 
center stage these 
days: David Guetta 
went from midlevel 
European DJ to Hot 100 
habitué; Scottish 
soundsmith Calvin 
Harris, who brought 
Rihanna's “We Found 
Love” to the top, is now 
putting his own tracks 
on the charts. “There's 
been more of an under- 
standing and recogni- 
tion of the fact that 
producers, writers, and 
DJs can often be artists 
themselves,” says Dr. 
Luke, a go-to hitmaker 
for Britney, Nicki, and 
Ke$ha, among others. 
Adds The-Dream, who 
co-wrote Beyoncé'’s 


CALVIN HARRIS 


Dance-Floor Director 


“Easy Way Out,” “Eyes Wide Open” 


Age 28 Hometown Dumfries, Scotland Why we love him 
The producer and artist, already a major star in Europe, 
somehow manages to cram an entire wild Saturday night 
into each one of his ecstatic, synth-tastic dance jams. 

Last year he produced Rihanna's international smash 

'We Found Love,” which hit No, 1 everywhere from South 
Africa to Finland. Now he’s climbing the Hot 100 with his 
own solo club banger “Feel So Close,” and he just teamed 


“Single Ladies (Put a up with Ne-Yo to remix “Let’s Go,” the Euro-disco thumper 

Ring on It)” and has that’s already inspired dance-music fans across America 

his own R&B career, to Google the phrase “What's that song in the Pepsi Max 
“Artists respect the pro- crowd-surfing commercial?” What's next His still-untitled 
ducers and songwriters third solo album is due later this year. Until then, he’s 
in the way fans respect producing tracks for the likes of Kelly Rowland, Leona 

the artist. We are the Lewis, and Scissor Sisters. Essential tracks “Bounce,” 

artists to artists.” “Feel So Close,” “Let’s Go” 


KIMBRA 
Quirky Chanteuse 


BEACH HOUSE 


Dreamy Indie Duo 


Age 22 Hometown Hamilton, 
New Zealand Why we love her So 
far you may know her only as the 
girl vocalist on Gotye'’s “Somebody 
That | Used to Know’ (see above). 
But last year’s winner of the Best 
New Female prize at Australia’s 
equivalent of the Grammys is a 
serious (and seriously charming) 
artist in her own right. Burbling 
raptures like “Settle Down” and 
“Cameo Lover" are pop songs 
tweaked into fresh forms. “It's excit- 
ing for me to be a part of this move- 
ment where stuff with a greater 
lyrical depth and musical complex- 
ity is rising to the top,” she tells 
EW. “There are many elements of 
life that are deeply sad, and | think 
people long to connect with that 
emotion more in their day-to-day 
life.” What's next Her Down 
Under debut, Vows, gets a U.S. 
release on May 22. Essential 
tracks “Cameo Lover,” “Two Way 
Street,” “Settle Down” 


Ages Victoria Legrand is 30; Alex 
Scally is 29. Hometown Baltimore 
Why we love them With little 
more than an organ, a slide guitar, 
and Legrand's voice, the two- 
piece dream-pop band wraps 
listeners in lush, expansive down 
comforters of sound. “These days 
there’s so much stuff getting in 
the way of actual music listening, 
of taking something into your- 
self” laments guitarist Scally. 
“And that's the most pleasurable 
thing in the world. We hope 
people have that experience 
again.” What's next The duo's 
fourth album, Bloom, recorded on 
aranch in El Paso, is due May'15. 
After that, Scally says they aim 

to tour for the rest of the year. 
“Live shows are the realest things 
that can happen anymore. It's a 
moment—no matter how many 
pictures you take, it’s not the same 
as being there." Essential tracks 
“Myth,” "DARLING," “Zebra” 


Written by Kyle Anderson, Leah Greenblatt, Melissa Maerz, 
Ray Rahman, and Grady Smith H 
Additional reporting by Clark Collis and Whitney Pastorek i 
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2012 COACHELLA 
PREVIEW 


“Twill sink and Iwill disappear/I will slip into the groove” -RADIOHEAD, “LOTUS FLOWER” 


(From left) 
Radiohead’s Thom 
Yorke, Florence 
Welch, and Dr. Dre 


10 ARTISTS WE 
CAN’T WAIT TO SEE 


The annual Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival in Indio, 
Calif, kicks offon April 13 and for the first time has two back-to- 
back weekends of music in store. Here’s a snapshot of the acts we’re 
most excited about—and for those who didn’t snag one of the 
150,000 sold-out tickets, a look at where else they'll be performing 
this year: (Go to coachella.com for a full list of the artists’ 
individual websites and additional tour info.) —Ray Rahman 


RADIOHEAD 

> It’s not really a music 
festival till Radiohead show 
up. Thom Yorke & Co—who 
haven't been back to 
Coachella since headlining in 
2004—have a deep catalog 
to draw from, and they've 
raised expectations by 
debuting two songs on the 
road this year. Other tour 


dates American arenas and 
Bonnaroo first, then off to 
Europe and beyond 


PULP 


>The Britpop standouts kick- ‘ 


started their reunion tour last 
year, but Coachella is among 
their first American outings 
since the Clinton-Blair era 
Other tour dates A handful 


Merrill 
Garbus, 
a.k.a. 


Tune-Yards 


= 


of performances in New 
York and California before 
heading back to Europe 


DR. DRE AND 

SNOOP DOGG 

+> As we eagerly await Dre's 
forever-gestating Detox 
album, the rap legend and 
upmarket-headphones 
fae) Hawker— 

{ HEADLINING joined here 

} ONBOTH : by his chief 

i SUNDAYS } Chronic 
Sestesessreese=") CONSpirator— 
may actually provide the 
Coachella crowd with a 
sneak peek at what's to 
come. Other tour dates This 
is it for the Doctor, but Snoop 
will be hitting up the festival 
circuit here and abroad. 


FLORENCE + 

THE MACHINE 

> Believe it or not, Ms. 
Welch's gang have yet to 
give their,recent album, 
Ceremonials, a proper US. 
tour. And now that they've 
got an MTV Unplugged 
album out April 9, their set 
will be full of surprises. 
Other tour dates A host of 
Stateside stops in April and 
May, and another brief spin 
through the U.S. in late July. 


AT THE DRIVE-IN 

>This will be the hard- 
rocking “One Armed Scissor” 
quintet’s first show since 
splintering into rival factions 
(the Mars Volta and Sparta) 
11 years ago. And while a lot 
of bands have shouted at us 
in the meantime, few have 
matched ATDI's famous 
intensity. Other tour dates 


. Three dates in Europe and 
} one in Japan. 


TUNE-YARDS 

>The indie quirkstress 
Merrill Garbus impressed us 
with last year’s critically 
lauded Whokill, a collection 
of loopy art-pop songs that 
are known to inspire ecstatic, 
erratic dance parties live 
Other tour dates A jaunt 


across North America, Brazil, 
and Northern Europe, 


JEFF MANGUM 

> Neutral Milk Hotel's 
notoriously reclusive 
frontman has been known 
to hibernate for years on 
end, making every chance 
to see him play all the more 
precious. Other tour dates 
Select cities west of the 
Mississippi, as well as 
festival dates in Spain and 
Portugal. 


FRANK OCEAN 

>The Odd Future collective’s 
resident crooner got his start 
writing songs for Beyoncé 
and Justin Bieber, but his 
self-released debut Nostalgia, 
Ultra introduced us to his 
own exciting brand of progay, 
Eagles-sampling R&B. Other 
tour dates An opening gig 
with Coldplay in Europe in 
late August and September. 


MARTIN SOLVEIG 

> After saying “Hello” to 
international success back 

in 2010 with his giddy, 
Sas ubiquitous 
CHECKOUT; dance-pop 
smash, the 
French DJ 
lent his 
production talents to none 
other than Madonna for her 
latest album. Clearly he'll 
have no problem turning the 
desert into a disco. Other tour 
dates Select solo appearances 
in Europe and an opening slot 
for Madonna on the European 
leg of her tour. 


2 
= 
m 
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KENDRICK LAMAR 

> After taking South by 
Southwest by storm, the 
rising mixtape rapper has 
quickly become one of the 
game's most sought-after 
new artists. Other tour 
dates He (along with ASAP 
Rocky) will accompany 
Drake through Europe 
before breaking off on his 
own to do the Bonnaroo 
and Pitchfork fests. 
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Obes 


Meet the Oak. 


Thankfully, we all have StubHub ~ where it’s easy to find great seats to sports, 
concerts and more. Whether you want tickets for tonight's sold out show ora 
Price Alert deal on Saturday's game, it’s the next best thing to having a Ticket Oak. 


Where do you want to sit? 


© 2012 StubHub, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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LET'S HEAR IT: 


EW GOES BEHIND THE SCENES—AND SCREAMS!— 
WITH ONE DIRECTION, THE CHART-TOPPING 
U.K. PHENOM LEADING THE CURRENT BOY-BAND REVIVAL. 


BY MELISSA MAERZ = PHOTOGRAPHS BY SCOTT McDERMOTT 


CAN WE USE: NERF guns out on the 
field? That’s the question being discussed 
by One Direction (or 1D, for short), the 
British/and Irish lads who happen to be 
the biggest:boy band in the universe right 
now. Packed into a van headed toward 
the Dr Pepper Ballpark outside Dallas, 
Zayn Malik, 19, Louis Tomlinson, 20, and 
Liam Payne, Harry Styles, and Niall 
Horan, all 18, are each busy checking 
their smartphones, trolling through 
Twitter for signs of #nerfeguns. 

“No Nerf guns in the park,” commands 
their publicist, Mike Navarra. It’s 10:30 
a.m., and he already looks tired. 

“What about Silly String, then?” asks 
Zayn. 

“No Nerf guns, no Silly String,” 
Navarra says firmly. “None of that junk.” 

Immediately Zayn starts tweeting: 
Hope there’s lots of silly string and nerf 
guns at the signing today ! :) x. (Whenever 
1D want something, they just ask, and 
the Internet grants their wishes. Once, 
Louis joked that he likes girls who eat 
carrots, and fans started FedExing bags 
full of his “favorite” vegetable.) If Zayn’s 
being cheeky, well, that’s his job. 1D 
pride themselves on being slightly less 
clean-cut than the spit-polished, elabo- 
rately coiffed tween dreamboats who 
rode in on the last major boy-band wave 
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ORE Direction fans 
in-Dallas; (right) Louis 
Tomiinson, Harry Styles, 

Zayn Malik, Liam Payne, and 

= Niall Horan photographed 
on March 24, 2012 


in the late ’90s. 1D have 
tattoos. Some of them 
have publicly dated older 
women. Most of them 
drink (in England, it’s 
legal at their age). 

Perhaps the biggest 
thing separating them 
from the boy bands of 
yore is that they don’t 
need some Svengali to 
connect them with their 
fans. True, two years ago 
Simon Cowell handpicked 
1D’s members from a 
group of hopefuls compet- 
ing on England’s X Factor 
and turned them into an 
ad hoe group. (They came 
in third.) But having 
amassed millions of fans 
on Twitter, Facebook, and 
YouTube, 1D might be the 
first boy-band phenome- 
non created entirely by 
the Internet. Before they 
even released their first 
single, “What Makes You 
Beautiful,” in the U.S., 
they were uploading video 
diaries and encouraging 
their followers to compete 
to win a concert in their hometowns. 
(Hence our presence in Dallas today.) 
By the time they released their debut, 
Up All Night, in the U.S. in March, the 
whole blogosphere knew the difference 
between the Irish one (Niall), the “mys- 
terious” one (Zayn), the “sensible” one 
(Liam), the “funny” one (Louis), and 
the “charming” one (Harry). Even the 
First Family wants them: Michelle 
Obama recently invited 1D to perform 
at the White House Easter egg hunt. 
Alas, they had to decline due to a 
scheduling conflict. 

Boosted by the Directioners, as their 
fans call themselves, 1D just became the 
first British group to debut their first 
record atop the Billboard 200 chart— 
and they did it without a top 10 hit, a 
testament to the power of social media. 
This may be a new kind of British 


left) 
Harry, Liam, Louis; 
Zayn, and Niall 


Invasion, but in some ways it still looks 
a lot like the old one. Thousands showed 
up at Rockefeller Plaza in New York City 
to watch 1D’s first televised US. perfor- 
mance on the Today show March 12, and 
their in-store signings have reportedly 
caused fainting spells. (Their publicist 
insists that these rumors are overblown. 
“There was only one girl,” he says, “and 
I think she had asthma.”) This after- 
noon, 9,000 fans join together in one 
massive meltdown at the ballpark. “I 
can’t believe that they’re real!” 15-year- 
old Sofie Gonzalez wails. “They’re so 
beautiful! I even got to take a picture 
with Paul!” (Paul Higgins, a middle-aged 
guy with a paunch, is 1D’s bodyguard. 
He’s got his own fan club, the Higgina- 
tors.) Behind her, a dozen other girls will 
break down too, tears streaking mas- 
cara, until one mournful voice in the 


crowd will ask, “Why are we all 
crying?!?” 

These girls feel like they created 1D, 
and now they want payback. “It’s very 
different from what used to happen 10 
or 15 years ago,” Cowell tells EW. Instead 
of marketing teams, “it’s the artists and 
the fans who have the power.” And to 
push back at that power, ID are going to 
need all the Nerf guns they can get. 


INSIDE THE CLUBHOUSE, Louis is pitch- 
ing fastballs at Harry’s head (don’t 
worry, he’s grabbed a helmet). But 
they’re soon pulled away for an inter- 
view with nationally syndicated 
morning-radio host Kidd Kraddick, 
who has a little gift for Niall. Earlier 
this week, Niall tweeted at Khloé 
Kardashian, and now Kraddick plans 
to get him on the phone with his crush. 
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The radio host begins his interview by 
pulling out his cell and dialing the reality 
star. Niall’s mouth hangs open in shock. 
Kraddick’s first mistake is putting her on 
speakerphone. Harry blurts, “Niall looks 
at pictures of you before he goes to bed!” 

“That’s a lie!” yells Niall. 

“Thope youre not alone when you look 
at those pictures,” Kardashian quips. 

“He is!” shouts Harry. “Always. And 
he’s naked!” 

“T’ll send you some, like, dirty pho- 
tos,” she says. 

Everyone bursts out laughing. But 1D’s 
handlers groan. Within days the inter- 
view will be posted on YouTube. 


MEANWHILE, THE CROWD outside is 
whipping itself into a frenzy. Of the 9,000 
girls who are chanting “1-D! 1-D! 1-D!,” 
approximately half of them are holding 
signs that say things like “One Direction 
Gives Me an Erection” and “Let Malik 
You.” Keep in mind that these are teen- 
age girls. (There is one lone boy in the 
crowd, wearing a Teletubbies costume.) 

1D don’t exactly discourage this 
behavior. This is how they and fellow 
Brits The Wanted distinguish them- 
selves from other rising boy bands, like 
Nickelodeon stars Big Time Rush: They 
come from the U.K., that mystical land 
where there’s nudity on network televi- 
sion and the drinking age is 18; they don’t 
dance; they don’t wear matching outfits. 


(From left) Louis, 
Liam; Zayn, Harry, 
and Niall 


P.. line up 
ora meet and 
greet with 
the band 


They’re not G-rated—maybe more like 
PG-13. Or as Zayn puts it, “We’re not 
squeaky-clean.” Some say their publicity 
team is trying to change that. Rumor has 
it that Harry, then 17, was pressured to 
break up with his 32-year-old girlfriend, 
reality TV host Caroline Flack, and a 
British tabloid recently reported that 1D 
have been “banned from sex,” though 
their publicist denies this. 

The Directioners don’t need actual 
contact, anyway. Online, they have cre- 
ated imaginary “bromances” between 
the members, posting sexy fan fiction or 
slow-motion clips of knowing glances 
between the guys. This is the safest sex 
these girls can imagine: the kind that 
doesn’t include them at all. 

When ID finally take the stage, the 
crowd is practically panting, “It’s hot out 
here today,” Harry shouts. “Sunbathing 
weather. Naked-sunbathing weather!” A 
high-pitched sound erupts from the 
audience, like a million velociraptors 
descending. 

As prerecorded music blasts from 
the speakers, the boys sing their 
rainbow-colored pop hits, trading verses 


Liam and Louis 
before the show 


on the slow puppy-love 
ballad “More Than This,” 
the upbeat puppy-love 
anthem “One Thing,” and 
their breakthrough puppy- 
love hit, “What Makes You 
Beautiful.” True to form, 
there’s no dancing, but 
they do get at least one jump kick in. 

The girls drink it all up, clinging to the 
chain-link fence that separates them 
from the band. Because they learned of 
1D through YouTube, that great cultural 
equalizer, the crowd is fairly diverse. 
Many of the girls are wearing head 
scarves and appear to be Muslim, like 
Zayn’s family. (Later today, a white girl 
with a Southern draw] will beg Zayn to 
say “I love you” in Arabic.) Others have 
come all the way from Mexico. “I have 
only little words,” says 12-year-old 
Clareth Mota, who’s still learning Eng- 
lish. “They are so beautiful!” 

The Directioners sing every word 
until the set’s over. And tonight they’ll 
go home and Facebook-update the hell 
out of this day. But for now they remain 
in their seats long after 1D leave the 
stage. Then something happens: Silver 
spray cans start to emerge from their 
pockets. Suddenly all these kids from 
all these different backgrounds are 
spraying Silly String together. Just like 
Zayn wanted. 

Good girls. Give him something to 
tweet about tomorrow. m 
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“Yeah, sing it hard and sing it well/Send the robber barons straight to hell” 


YOUR ULTIMATE 
92012 PLAYLIST 


Whether you're a strictly digital 
music fan or leading the charge 


to bring eight-tracks back, BEACH HOUSE 
we’ve got a warm(er)-weather Meng 
soundtrack for you—from caraane 
the biggest guns in pop, “Talk That Talk” 


RIRi walks it like she talks, -” 
with an assist from thick 
synths, an undulating hook, 
and a Jay-Z quest spot 


rock, and country to our 
favorite blossoming 
upstarts. —-EW Music Staff 


. CARLY RAE JEPSEN 

4 “Call Me Maybe” 

' To fully explain the 

greatness of this Canadian 
pop nirvana would require 
several hours and a 
PowerPoint presentation— 
of a peek at Justin 

Bieber's Twitter. 


Ajay 


NICKI MINAJ 
“Champion” 

Nicki hosts a slow- 
rolling rapper's delight, 
starring Drake, Young 
Jeezy, and elder 
statesman Nas. 


TAYLOR SWIFT 
"Safe & Sound” 


FOO FIGHTERS Ts iN RUN 
AZEALIA ene iy =~ F90 FiGH TE R S$ 


Fee ATO BANK 


“Bambi" 


ae i 
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN : 


“Death to 
My Hometown" 
oe ae 
BIG K.RIT. { \) 
“Country Rap Tunes” = —— 


Mississippi's mixtape 
maestro scores your next 
B&Q with chill vintage- 
OutKast swagger. 


THE BLACK KEYS 
“Run Right Back” 
o> & 


ALABAMA SHAKES 
“Hang Loose” > 


KIMBRA 


~ ALEX WINSTON 
“Cameo Lover” “Sister Wife" 
The opera-trained in 


Big Love for her r 
supremely catchy p 
he'll make the right choice 


THE WANTED 
*Glad You Came” 


UE Rercul Flats =] 


_» Don’t have enough air miles sé 


Sep cept « ie 


gq 


(ERK BENTLEY 


teuse has no 
vals on this 
r. We trust that 


aved for an 


Ibiza getaway this summer? Close your 
eyes and let this British boy band take you 
away like dance-pop Calgon instead 


FIONA APPLE 

a. “Anything We 

& Want" 

She's been working 
this spare new 
spine tingler into 
her recent live 
comeback shows. 
And yes, we want. 


FLORENCE + 
THE MACHINE 
“Seven Devils” 

... Flo's swirling song 
sorcery soundtracks 
the epic new ads for 
Game of Thrones— 
which sort of justi- 
fies all the time 
we've spent cliff-top 
jousting to it already. 


FUN. 
“Some Nights” 


BRUNO MARS 
“Runaway Baby” 


CHIDDY BANG 


< “Handclaps & 


Guitars” 

The upbeat Philly 
duo spread “swelly” 
vibes, pay tribute to 
English girls and 
Acuras on this woozy 
party jam. 


JUSTIN BIEBER 
~.....6" “Boyfriend” 


finally back and he’s— 
wait, what's that? 
Wrong Justin? Aww. 
they grow up so fast! 


- 254 
“Scarlet” 


DIERKS BENTLEY 
"5-1-5-0° 


Wee KELLY 
CLARKSON 

“Mr. Know It All” 
(country version) 


“JACK WHITE 
“Sixteen Saltines” 


RASCAL FLATTS 

“Banjo” 

Between Mumford & Sons, 
side-gigging bluegrass 
champion Steve Martin, and 
this bumpin’ bam-banger, 
banjos are so back 


Yay, Justin Timberlake's 
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SOLSVG TOMA AS HdVeHOOLOHG 


A million moms can’t be wrong. 


Share your story with our million-strong community of moms at facebook.com/ragusauce 


_ > 
~ Seann William Scott 
and Jason Biggs; - 
P (below) Alyson Hannigan he 


American 
Reunion 


STARRING Jason Biggs, Seann William Scott, 
Alyson Hannigan, Eugene Levy 

DIRECTED BY Jon Hurwitz and 

Hayden Schlossberg 

R, 1 HR., 53 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 
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ACK IN 1999, American Pie was a 
pretty funny comedy of horny youth 
anxiety. But it was also a sweet slice 
of teenage B-movie nostalgia that 
brought off the neat trick of looking 
forward and back at the same time. 
The picture paid affectionate homage 
to Porky’s (1982) and all the other 
harmlessly scurrilous virgins-getting-laid farces of the ’80s. 
Yet it also took a generational leap: The famous scene in 
which Jason Biggs slapped his ass as he did a hilariously 
embarrassing strip dance, only to learn his antics had been 
beamed all over the Internet, advertised the new technology 
and the new attitude that went with it—one in which boys, 
like girls, were now going to see themselves as sex objects. 


(Z) NOLS Y3ddOH 


ane |, 


LEVY: HOPPER STONE; MIRROR MIRROR: JAN THIJS 


The joke of American Pie was that the peepers 
would now be peeped on. 

After the flavorless American Pie 2 (2001) 
and the downright stale American Wedding 
(2003), the joke, it seemed, was squeezed dry. 
So why would anyone want to see American 
Reunion, which reassembles those sexually 
hapless boys 18 years later? As it turns out, the 
recipe has been updated, and what once seemed 
like fatally warmed-over Pie tastes new again. 
Biggs’ Jim Levenstein, now the beleaguered 
dad of a toddler, has been reduced to sneaking 
in glimpses at porn sites while his wife, 
Michelle (the ever-adorable Alyson Hannigan), 
pleasures herself in the bathtub. The frustration 
of two parents trapped in a dead zone of mas- 
turbation may well be rote comedy fodder. But 
when Jim gets together with his old pals on the 
eve of a high school reunion, and we learn that 
most of them are in steady relationships that 
can’t keep up with their libidos, the film’s theme 
comes to the fore. American Reunion is about 
the comedy of middle-class men who can’t be 
satisfied with sex until it looks like porn. 

And so it is that Jim is set upon by Kara, a 
high school girl he used to babysit, and the 
temptation keeps generating laughs. Ali 
Cobrin, who plays her, has the slightly dazed 
sparkle of the young Liz Taylor, and Biggs, with 
his awkward frown-smile, turns his face into a 
rubbery billboard of pain and desire. Chris 
Klein’s Oz hasn’t aged as well: He’s now a 
leathery sportscaster with a trophy-shrew 
girlfriend (Katrina Bowden) and the dubious 
claim to fame of an appearance on Celebrity 
Dance-Off, and Klein never alters his look of 
stoic abashment. Thomas Ian Nicholas and 
Eddie Kaye Thomas give off even more of a 
we're-happy-to-have-this-paycheck vibe, but 
Seann William Scott grabs the film like a sex 
toy he won't let go of. He makes Stifler, who has 
never grown up, into more than just the 
movie's id—he’s its violently arrested soul. 
Then there's the great Eugene Levy. As Jim’s 
widowed father, so uptight he’s a Talmudic 
dweeb of pleasure, he gets to let loose in ways 
that are just dirty enough to make him feel like 
he’s being punished. When his initiation into 
the ways of raunch is complete, he announces, 
“T honestly think I had fun.” After American 
Reunion, | can say the same thing. B 


April 4) did not screen for critics, but you can 
find our review on EW.com. 


Pew | MORE ON EW.COM Titanic in 3-D (in theaters 
RK 


Eugene Levy’s Life of Pie 


Jason Biggs and Seann William Scott may be the American Pie 
series’ leading men, but the real star? Eugene Levy, who has 
appeared inall eightofthem. Yes, there are eight. KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


Like climbing Mount Mr. Levenstein (ie, starting with 


Everest or drinking 
a whole gallon of 
milk at one time, it’s 
a truly impressive 
accomplishment: 


Jason Biggs’ dad— 
even though Biggs 
does not appear 

in the parallel- 
universe DVD 


catching Biggs in 
flagrante delicto 

in 1999's American 
Pie. “I've probably 
done that at least 


With American sequels). Levy, eight times,” he 
Reunion, Eugene however, has his says. So after all 
Levy isnow the only own system of that frantic eye- 
person onearthto — counting. “I sepa- shielding and 

have starred in all rate the theatrical backpedaling, has 
eight films of the releases from the he learned to 
American Pie straight-to-DVD,” knock first before 
series, That’s four he says.“Sotome, entering a room? 
movies released it’s more of a four, “Sure, but there 
theatrically and with an asterisk.” are always fewer 
four not-quite- Working his way laughs if you knock.” 
classics that went through the hal- 

directly to DVD, like lowed American Pie 

2006's American canon, Levy has 7 

Pie Presents: The walked in on his fair ~* 

Naked Mile. In share of people | 

each of them, the in compro- Eugene 


caterpillar-browed Levy 
funnyman has 
played the same 
character: the 
well-meaning but 


awkwardly frank 


mising 
situations, 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 


itical Mas 


A $ 


Lv 
SS 
e 


~ * 


RS 
SF ~ as 
oe Ry 
FS SG whe 
FS SOS ME SS 


mS EN SF 
SOLES SS 


Me, 


% 


9, 
Ns 


é . 
CRITKS' 
AVERAGE 


4 IND 
21 JUMP STREET Lc] 8 | a-| B| /B B+ | 
as BRECeECSeOeCo - 
CASA DE MI PADRE | | 3 fe |e | /-|e}-|ejc B- | 
THE DEEP BLUE SEA | Ae = A Be fc |-|elolale 8 
DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX =| C |= [—|- |e] o-| es c 
THE HUNGER GAMES 8 | B | a-| - | = | B pea = | AS | A | Be 
JEFF, WHO LIVES AT HOME | B- B ce] a-| ce B- Be | c =| 8 | B- 
a BGR GOCoCEE - 
¢ MIRROR MIRROR je|-|-|c|-[e]-|-|ol-|ols cs 
WRATH OF THE TITANS cle[-|o}-|e]-]-]el}-[ele c 


“EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW's online reader panel. If youd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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Myrna Loy and 
William Powell in 
The Thin Man; 
(inset) Johnny Depp 


A few years ago, this Not an obvious 
might have seemed an odd pick since Weisz isn’t 
choice. Adams was best known for comedy, 
known for playing sunny but she gets our 
optimists in films like endorsement. She has Loy’'s 
Enchanted. But her tough sophistication down, 
Oscar-nominated turn in and we see her having the 
The Fighter proved she has smarts to put Depp's sozzled 
Loy’s sass and brass. smart-ass Nick in his place. 
4 


Is the Drive and Shame star Our initial thought is: Jack- 
too waifish and demure to pot! But at 23, the sharp and 
pull off Nora's tipsy take-no- sexy Crazy, Stupid, Love star 
guff attitude? Maybe. But may be a tad young for Depp 
she does have a history (not that that’s ever stopped 
with Depp—they costarred in Tinseltown husband-and- 
2009's Public Enemies. wife casting before). 


Who Will Be Depp’s 
Leading Lady? 


Back in the 1930s, Hollywood stumbled onto a formula that would 
lead to one of its most lucrative and lasting franchises: A high- 


: * * +42 * The third Brit on the list has Bridesmaids showed 
society husband and wife sip martinis, swap flirty bons mots, and just the right touch of upper- that the SNL standout 
solve mysteries. Adapted from one of Dashiell Hammett’s rare non- crust polish to play Nora. Plus could shine on the big 

; A . ae the Devil Wears Prada screen, and she certainly 
hard-boiled novels, 1934’s The Thin Man starred William Powell and star knows her way around can do screwball. But can 
Myrna Loy as Nick and Nora Charles, and led to five screwball ee vaso oaent fone eee 
sequels that left Lord knows how many cocktail-party corpses in Christie’ Poirot TV series. the storys romance? 


their wake. Over the years The Thin Man has spawned scads of 
small-screen imitators such as Hart to Hart, Remington Steele, and 
Moonlighting. Still, the original, with its rat-a-tat banter and 
murder-sniffing mascot (Nick and Nora’s excitable dog, Asta), 
remains the gold standard of his-and-her sleuthing. Not surprisingly, 
Hollywood’s been itching to modernize the Thin Man films for ages. 
Now it finally looks like Warner Bros. is getting close, having signed 
Chicago’s Rob Marshall to direct and Johnny Depp to don Nick’s 
neatly pressed tuxedo. So who will play his sophisticated better 


ONIAO! 8313d [3ID9N ‘WO SOVWISYIM/BayVSHS NHOF :83HSI4 ‘WODSOVWISYIM/SS3LNNOD TVWSE °O1IM "WO? SOVWISdIM/SSAVULS NVOUOF -LNN18 WO) SOVWISNIM/NVNT13ds WIP 
TSNOLS ‘WO SOVWISUIM/VdS3A 433° *ZSISM NOD SOVWISYIM/ZLINVUS SASLS ‘SWYGY (Z) NOD SOVWISYIM/ADVYWYODIW NNOWY 3 SNYOITIAW ‘ddd ‘NOLLD31109 11383A3 (NYA NIL FHL 


é - A gifted comedian, Fisher And let's not forget one 
half? Deadline.com recently reported that the studio had narrowed pesinat Re iffy choice at more role that remains 
: C s . least in terms of star power. uncast: Nick and Nora's 
down the pool of potential leading ladies to a handful of A-list names. Since her scene-stealing beloved wire fox terrier, Asta. 
And while that roll call remains speculative at best, here’s our two breakout in 2005s Wedding How much would it take to 
n Crashers, she hasn't proved pull The Artist’s Uggie out 
cents on some of the rumored contenders... —Chris Nashawaty herself at the box office. of doggie retirement? 
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DAMSELS IN DISTRESS: KERRY BROWN 


) A Superman meets a 


} little fan at Comic-Con 


DIRECTED BY 
Morgan Spurlock 
PG-13, 1 HR., 

28 MINS. 


Damselsin 


Distress 


Comic-Con 
Episode IV: 
A Fan’s Hope 


When [ heard Morgan Spurlock had made a 
documentary called Comic-Con Episode IV: 

A Fan’s Hope, | figured I knew what to expect: 
the director, with his Gen-X wisenheimer 
prankishness, showing up at Comic-Con to talk 
to droolers in white stormtrooper armor with 


REVIEWS 


a camera-ready wink of “Can you believe this?” 
The first surprise of Comic-Con Episode IV is 
that it’s the first Spurlock film Spurlock isn’t 
in. The second surprise is that it’s the most 
entertaining geek lovefest since 1997's Trekkies. 
Spurlock knows that on an earth the geeks 
have already inherited, it would be foolish to 
chortle at those who value droids, hobbits, 
Vulcans, zombies, and avatars more than their 
own lives. So he does something hipper and 
more honest: He takes Comic-Con seriously. 
He talks to Kevin Smith, Harry Knowles, and 
other famous grown-up geeks, but mostly he 
follows a handful of people whose dream it is 
to pass through the fan/professional looking 
glass and carve out a place for themselves in 
the industry of fantasy. It’s not exactly news 
that those who devote their entire existence to 
Star Wars or Neil Gaiman are creating an 
alternate religion. But the film reveals that 
whatever the movie, comic book, or videogame, 
the real religion isn’t the worship of Luke 
Skywalker or Master Chief. It’s the idea that 
you can be somebody else. That you are some- 
body else. And reality? That can go chase itself 
down a rabbit hole. (Also available on VOD) 


STARRING Greta Gerwig, Adam Brody, 
Analeigh Tipton, Carrie MacLemore 
DIRECTED BY Whit Stillman 

PG-13, 1 HR., 39 MINS. 


In Damsels in Distress, the contemporary 
young women and men at the leafy East 
Coast college called Seven Oaks carry on as 
if it’s 1961. Whatever imaginary era writer- 
director Whit Stillman has in mind, the 
customs he explores in this wan, self- 
consciously talky little drama intrigue him 
more than they do his audience. Some two 
decades after Stillman gracefully dissected 
New York debutante society in Metropolitan, 
he’s still drawn to the tiny troubles of 
sheltered young people. Only now he’s got 
the instincts of Rip Van Winkle at a mixer. 
If anyone can get away with the faux 
grandiosity of the dialogue, it ought to be 
Greenberg’s Greta Gerwig. Certainly she 


gives it the old college try, playing the leader 
of a group of coeds who “help” depressed 
students by offering counsel, encouraging 
good hygiene, and promoting the benefits of 
social dancing. Gerwig can’t make her 
character come alive, though, and neither can 
Adam Brody as one of their neediest male 
cases. In the midst of the froufrou, lovely, 
stalklike Analeigh Tipton (Crazy, Stupid, 
Love) is delightful as a student who enjoys 
being normal and living in this century. 


(From left) Carrie 
MacLemore, Analeigh 
Tipton, Megalyn 
Echikunwoke, and 
Greta Gerwig 
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Who Beat a Poker Champ? 


That’s Rig 


ht, Me! 


EW senior writer—and amateur car 7 shark—Clark Collis jumped at the chance 
to play 2003 World Series of Poker champ Chris Moneymaker, who appears inthenew 


documentary Allin— 


The Poker Movie. He never dreamed he ‘dactually win. 


Poker is one of the few 
sports in which a mere 
dabbler can beat a world 
champion. You just need to 
get dealt good cards and—as 
philosopher Kenny Rogers is 
fond of pointing out—know 
when to hold ‘em and know 
when to fold ‘em. Every 
amateur player dreams of 
sitting down at the table 
with someone like Chris 
Moneymaker, the 2003 
World Series of Poker champ 
and one of the subjects of 
the new documentary All 
In—The Poker Movie (cur- 
rently in limited release; 
available on VOD April 24). 


So when | was invited to 
play a game with Money- 
maker (yes, that’s his real 
name) and All In director 
Douglas Tirola before a 
screening at a New York 
hotel, | started drooling like a 
beagle that’s just been dealt 
“bullets” (a.k.a. two aces) in 
one of those dogs-playing- 
poker paintings. How could | 
pass up the rare opportunity 
to take down one of the 
game's most famous practi- 
tioners—and then mention it 
at every subsequent poker 
gathering until the cards are 
finally removed from my 
cold, dead hands? 


Alas, after the game got 
under way, the only thing 
being taken down was 
my supply of chips. Money- 
maker's good cards and 
aggressive all-ins paid off, 
and | failed to recognize that 
when Tirola bet while sighing 
“All right, what the hell!” he 
wasn't revealing a penchant 
for mind games. He just had 
a terrible hand. 

We bet only 20 bucks 
each, but | could feel the 
priceless bragging rights 
slipping through my fingers. 
Meanwhile, the amiable but 
acid-tongued Moneymaker 
kept verbally twisting the 


knife, criticizing my lame 
betting. 
The next day, when | 
interviewed him properly, 
the pro had even harsher 
words for me when | 
revealed the tactics | 
employ at my twice-a- 
month poker nights. He was 
particularly dismissive of my 
signature move, “the Ninja,” 
which involves betting all my 
chips whenever | get poker’s 
worst hand—a seven and 
two—and driving my fellow 
players insane with rage on 
the occasions when | win. 
“Can you write down your 
number?” Moneymaker 
asked. Why? “I want to 
follow you wherever you 
play, because [after a few 
rounds] | could retire! That 
is the worst strategy I’ve 
ever heard!” 

Back at the table on game 
night, | was nearly all out of 
chips. But then: a miracle! 
With around 50 folks waiting 
to watch the documentary in 
the hotel's nearby screening 
room, Moneymaker decided 
that whoever got the best 
cards in the next hand would 
win. The champ dealt me a 
five-seven—which is almost 
as wretched as a seven-two— 
that miraculously won when 
another seven appeared on 
the “flop” (i.e, the first three 
communal cards), and my 
pair held up against every- 
body else's dreck. That's 
when | jumped up and started 
unsportingly screaming, 

“| won! | won!” 

But... can’t really claim to 
have beaten a world champ, 
given the random nature of 
that final hand, can I? 
According to Moneymaker, | 
absolutely can. “You took the 
money home?” he said to 
me. “You won!” | won't argue 
with that. a 


(2) S11109 UV1D ASSLUNOD 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


MIRROR MIRROR: JAN THUS; THE HUNGER GAMES: MURRAY CLOSE 


Wrath of the Titans 


Sam Worthington, Liam Neeson 
PG-13, 1 HR., 39 MINS. 


Everything is on fire in this solemnly junky, often 
cheeseball fun sequel—from the spears and tridents 
that glow like molten iron to the deluxe monster 
Kronos, a really, really gigantic giant made entirely of 
volcanic rock and ash, with arms that throw off fiery 
streams of lava. The dialogue, unfortunately, is mostly 
made of wet cardboard, and the jittery editing and 
camera work are unnecessary (the beasts are shot as 
if we were watching Saving Private Kraken). Sam 
Worthington, as Perseus, has grown less stiff as an 
actor. He has now attained the soulful inexpressiveness 
of the young Ryan O'Neal. B= —Owen Gleiberman 


Mirror Mirror 
Julia Roberts, Lily Collins 
PG, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 


The enchanted qualities of the Snow White saga 
are muffled under the weight of the movie's visual 
peacockery and the script’s jokey postmodern 
sensibility. Julia Roberts enjoys herself immensely— 
to the point of campiness—as Snow's evil stepmother 
the vain queen, while Lily Collins makes a rather bland 
princess with none of her stepmom’s charismatic 
personality. (Armie Hammer makes a charming 
prince.) Ina nod to Tangled, The Hunger Games, and 
the current taste for heroines who know how to 

kick ass, Snow at least proves to be a deft hand with 
a sword. C+ —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


The Chart 


BOX OFFICE 


The Hunger 
Games 


The Panem train kept rolling, 
with the sci-fi thriller reaching 
nearly $250 million in 10 days— 
only four films have grossed 
more in the same period. 
Games had a smaller second- 
weekend drop than any 
Friday-opening Twilight entry. 


TH Top 20 WEEKEND NUMBER OF WEEKEND | PERCENTAGE | WEEKS IN GROSS 
E | GROSS* SITESt ae CHANGE RELEASE TO DATE 


THE HUNGER GAMES $58.6 4137 | $14,153 | -62 2 $248.5 
y2) WRATH OF THE TITANS $33.5 3,545 | $9,438 - 1 $33.5 
Maybe because they felt 


burned by 2010's Clash of the 
Titans, moviegoers weren't as 
pumped for this action sequel, 
which opened to barely half of 
Clash’s $61.2 million debut. One 
bright side: Showings in 3-D 

made up a solid 65 percent of 

the picture’s weekend gross. 


©), MIRROR MIRROR $18.1 3,603 | $5,032 - Zz $18.1 
The first of two Snow 

White flicks for 2012 posted 
underwhelming numbers, but 
this one may hold up in the 
coming weeks, especially 
since families represented 
60 percent of the audience. 


21 JUMP STREET 3,148 | $4,711 | -28 3 $92.9 


DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX 


SALMON FISHING IN THE YEMEN 
The Lasse Hallstrém romance, 
starring Ewan McGregor and 
Emily Blunt, swam into the 
top 10 for the first time as it 
continued to expand. 


ACT OF VALOR $809 -51 6 $67.7 


A THOUSAND WORDS $896 -54 4 $16.5 


JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS... I 908 $892 -40 8 $98.5 
PROJECT X $0.8 903 $894 | 58 5 $53.4 
sy) SAFE HOUSE $0.8 729 | $1,070 | -44 8 | $123.9 
iE}, OCTOBER BABY $0.8 387 | $1,993 | -55 2 $31 
»CS JEFF, WHO LIVES AT HOME $0.7 513 | $1,322 | +16 3 $2.7 
an 
1) CASA DE MI PADRE $0.6 439 | $1343 | -50 3 $5.0 | 
1) FRIENDS WITH KIDS $0.5 308 | $1491 | -44 = $63 
1¥/) THIS MEANS WAR $0.4 575 $726 Es i $53.1 
nt) THE VOW $0.3 514 $642 -61 8 31235 | 
sC) GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF... $03 380 $804 -4 7 $50.8 | 
vii) THE ARTIST $0.3 315 | $888 -41 19 $43.5 


SOURCE: Rentrak Corporation; weekend of March 30-April 1, 2012 “Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures in millions 
‘includes some multiscreen theaters and prints shipped as well as individual screens 
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DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


Why the 
Stooges 
Still Matter 


Our DVD critic reflects on the 
enduring appeal of the 
famous trio of knuckleheads 


HEN I was 4, 

my older 

brother, Keith, 

hit me on the 

head with a 

hammer. I was 4 

too young at The Three Stooges’ Larry, 

: Moe, and Curly; (inset) Will 

the time to Sasso, Chris Diamantopoulos, 

have any ane Sean Hayes in this year's 
memory of the incident (getting bonked poe tape Sieus 
on the melon couldn’t have helped my 
recall), but occasionally I’m reminded of the episode when | The main reason 
it’s brought up at Thanksgiving. When it is, Keith has a | is the most obvious: 
good laugh. Now, before you jump to any conclusions— | They’re damn 
that my brother was some sort of 7-year-old sadist—I funny. There’s oa 
should mention that we’d been watching the Three something powerful Q 
Stooges. After cracking up when Moe brained Larry on | and primal about seeing a grown man pinching another’s 3 
the noggin, Keith, in a textbook case of Monkey See nostrils with a giant pair of ice tongs or getting belted 3 
Monkey Do, marched to the closet, returned with a with a frying pan to the face. That said, I also think the & 
hammer, and..:well, such is the cross that younger | Stooges can be instructive for any friendship (or marriage, - 
brothers have borne since the days of Cain and Abel. for that matter) to see how quickly the Stooges forgive. z 

You might expect that my relationship with the Stooges | Moe might yank out a fistful of Larry's Bozo hair or bend = 

would have ended there. But you’d be wrong. That head- | a tire iron over Curly’s soft-boiled egg of a skull, but in 2 
splitting initiation has led to a lifelong love affair with the next scene they’re snoring side by side by side in the F: 
Moe, Larry, and Curly (and, yes, sometimes Shemp). I’ve same cramped bed (“Zzzz...mi mi mi mi mi”). They may 3 
had these slapstick simpletons on the brain lately | not always like each other, but there’s never any doubt 4 
because of the trailers for the Farrelly brothers’ Three | that they love each other. 
Stooges movie (in theaters April 13). Not that I ever need The Stooges rose to fame during the Depression, and as E 
much of an excuse to sit down for a marathon of classic dim-witted as most of their high jinks and get-rich-quick 3 
Stooges shorts, but it’s nonetheless given me a reason to schemes are, there’s a nobility in their refusal to give up in : 
think about why we still care about the knuckleheads. | the face of economic adversity. They’re always getting fired é 
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by some blustery fat cat 
only to bounce back in 
the next reel, getting 
hired as the world’s 
most inept plumbers or 
wallpaper hangers. 
They’re invariably on 
the lookout for a hot 
meal, or some fate- 
changing bit of good 
luck. Who can’t relate 
to that these days? Still, 
I think the deepest 
thing about these 
violent vaudevillians 
isn’t how their comedy did or didn’t change 
over the years—it’s how our relationship to 
them evolves over time. Most of us discover 
the Stooges at an early age—in my case, 

at the business end of a hammer at 4. And 
the Stooge we're first drawn to is Curly. 
After all, the fat, high-pitched Baby Huey 
look-alike is the funniest, the most child- 
like, and probably the most obliviously 
happy. It takes us a while to see how tragic 
this particular sad clown must be. As we 
enter our teens, Moe suddenly starts to 


Shemp, Moe, » 
and Larry 


make more sense— 
especially if you have 
younger siblings to 
boss around. He’s the 
bowl-cut alpha dog who 
never met an eyeball he 
couldn’t poke. He needs 
to prove that he’s the 
boss, desperate to be 
both respected and 
feared. As I’ve gotten 
b older, though, it’s the 
: hapless Larry who 
resonates. At a certain 
age, life starts handing 
you a few disappointments. And there’s 
something about his sad-sack existentialism 
that feels true. He’s the Sisyphus of the 
Stooges. Larry never gets the last laugh; 
the last laugh’s on him, usually in the form 
of a cream pie to the face. Maybe that’s why 
his fellow Stooges call him “Porcupine.” 
He’s put up a defensive wall of spiny quills 
to protect him from life’s cruelest setbacks... 
and hammer blows to the head. The Three 
Stooges Collection, Vol. One: A= The Three 
Stooges Collection, Vol. Two: & 


Tom Cruise’s Latest [Viission: Impossibly Fun 


Thanks to his thrilling sticky-glove ascent of Dubai's Burj Khalifa skyscraper 
and his daring undercover break-in at the Kremlin, Tom Cruise proved that 
the Ethan Hunt gig remains his for as long as he wants it. In fact, Mission: 
Impossible—Ghost Protocol (2011, PG-13, 2 hrs., 12 mins.) may be the best 
chapter in the franchise since Brian De Palma’s 1996 original. But watching 
the new Blu-ray’s EXTRAS, you find out just how easy it is to screw up these 
kinds of slam-bang tentpole movies with thickets of unnecessary exposition. 
In the generous selection of deleted scenes, director Brad Bird explains ina 


commentary track 
how less can be 
more—and illus- 
trates this point 
by showing us 

a mercifully 
scrapped opening 
scene with 
Michael Nyqvist’s 
villain that’s so 
chatty and flat, it’s 
amazing it didn’t 
self-destruct five 
seconds after 
they shot it. B+ 


Paula Patton 
and Tom Cruise 


_— 


asi fs 


ALSO AVAILABLE . 


> DON JUAN DeMARCO (1995, 
PG-13) Johnny Depp, Marlon Brando 
A suicidal young man who 
thinks he’s the 17th-century 
lover Don Juan enchants 

his shrink. Whimsical and 
romantic. Blu-ray debut. A- 


SLEEPING BEAUTY (2011, Not Rated) 
Emily Browning A student is hired 
as a submissive object of desire 
for creepy older men. Exploita- 
tion tarted up in an art-house 
wrapper. (Also on iTunes) C 


A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE (1951, 
PG) Marlon Brando, Vivien Leigh 
Brando single-handedly ushers in 
anew age of acting as the brutish, 
snarling Stanley Kowalski in 

Elia Kazan’s adaptation of the 
Tennessee Williams play. Calling 
this Blu-ray a “masterpiece” 
seems both obvious and 
inadequate. “Stella!” A 


ATRIP TO THE MOON (1902, G) 
Georges Méliés If you were smitten 
by the silent-movie magic in 
Martin Scorsese's Hugo, here's 
a chance to see one of cinema 
pioneer Méliés’ early marvels... 
on Blu-ray, no less. A 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS (1990, R) 
Richard Gere, Andy Garcia A sinister, 
underseen thriller from Mike 
Figgis about an idealistic cop 
investigating a corrupt LAPD 
veteran. Gere's surprisingly good 
at being bad. (Available on Netflix 
instant viewing) B+ 


COMING SOON 


~> SHAME (2011, NC-17) Michael 
Fassbender, Carey Mulligan A Man- 
hattan sex addict’s life spins out 
of control when his sister pays 
an unexpected visit. C 4/17 


DOMAIN (2012, Not Rated) Béatrice 
Dalle, Isale Sultan An awkward 
Parisian student becomes 
infatuated with his mysterious 
aunt. B+ 4/17 


Most grades are from EW’s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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WINNING THE BAG IS JUST THE BEGINNING 
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Girls 


Debuts Sunday, April 15, 10:30 p.m. 
HBO 
By Ken Tucker 


| 


| 


a (From left) Jemima 


ae Kirke, Lena Dunham, 
wea and Zosia Mamet 


EW THINGS IN television are more 
exciting than encountering someone 
who's figured out a way to put an 
entire worldview, a fully formed 
sensibility, on the screen. And who's 
then added jokes. This is what creator 
and star (and sometime writer and 
director) Lena Dunham has accom- 
plished with Girls, which looks and sounds like—on the 
basis of the three episodes I’ve seen, anyway—one of the 
most original thingamajigs to come along in a while. 
Neither sitcom nor drama, Girls is a bit of both, mixed 
with Dunham’s...well, how to put it? I know—let’s quote 
what a boss (Whit Stillman-movie cynosure Chris 
Eigeman) says to her character, Hannah, in the premiere: 
“You have just the quippy voice for that.” Indeed she does. 
Hannah can say to her pals Marnie (Allison Williams) 
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REVIEWSTV 


and Jessa (Jemima Kirke), “When I look at 
you, a Coldplay song plays in my heart,” and 
the line is at once sincere, ironic, and funny. 
It’s Hannah’s way of both revealing her 
feelings and protecting herself from being 
ridiculed for revealing her feelings. 

Early on, it may look as though Girls is 
going to be your slightly above-average 
portrait of a twentysomething in these hard 
times. At dinner with her parents—the 
marvelously tense and defensive Peter 
Scolari and Becky Ann Baker—Hannah is 
told that they will no longer support her 
“groovy lifestyle.” (Those are Mom’s words, 
and one of the nice aspects about Girls is 
that it even grants this hard-shelled woman 
her own sense of sarcasm, since she knows 
using “groovy” is ridiculous.) Hannah, a 
24-year-old former English major working 
on a book of essays and wanting a parental 
subsidy of “$1,100 a month for the next 
two years”—Girls is wittily precise in its 
details—is given a flat “no” to her request. 

From there the series takes off, fearless 
in its approach to sexual identities, women’s 
body issues, the density of men’s thinking, 


and the importance 
of Sex and the City 
and Rent in shaping 
the philosophy of far 
too many New 
Yorkers. Though 
filmed with an 
aesthetic that values 
stark stillness over 
hyped-up energy, 
Girls is never less 
than lively. It 
possesses a different 
rhythm from any 
other show on TV. It 
behaves with mumbly indifference, careful 
lest it be mistaken for an attempt to be The 
Voice Of Its Generation. 

And that remains true even though, as 
she says to her parents, Hannah firmly 
believes “I may be the voice of my generation, 
or at least a voice of a generation.” It’s the 
way Lena Dunham has Hannah hedge her 
bets that makes you want to go all-in on 
Dunham's own gamble that she can make 
Girls be great. A 


Allison Williams 
and Chris Abbott 


help. It’s difficult to watch 
this sleek saga of a late-1950s 
Miami hotel owner (the 
excellently brooding Jeffrey 
Dean Morgan) and not be 
reminded of the fashion cues 
and gangster plots those two 
earlier shows have burned 
into our minds. 

Morgan’s Ike Evans battles 
the Mob (personified by a 
Danny Huston so satanic he 
practically grows horns), 


Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan and 
Olga Kurylenko 


. | ae 


e e 
cCity 

Debuts Friday, April 6, 10 p.m. 
STARZ 
By Ken Tucker 
If Mad Men and The Sopranos had never 
existed, would Magic City seem like a better 
show? I’m not sure, but it would certainly 


union leaders, and the district 
attorney’s office. Ike is morally 
askew, but he does love his 
family. The show looks great, 
with a glossy sheen that avoids the Miami 
Vice palette. I have a lot of respect for 
creator Mitch Glazer, a fine former rock 
journalist and screenwriter whose credits 
include Scrooged, but I wish I could get 
more invested in the subplots involving 
Ike’s sons (Steven Strait and Christian 
Cooke). Still, Pll keep watching; Magic City 
burns with ambition. B- 
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PERSONALITY QUIZ 


Matt Czuchry 


Matt Czuchry (pronounced Zoo-Cree) plays ambitious prosecutor Cary 
AgosonCBS’ The Good Wife and recently releasedhis first book, Brothers 


onLife (written with his brother Mike). Says the 34-year-old, “It’sshort 


stories, poetry, philosophy, and childhood photographs.” He writes. He 


acts. But can he makeit through EW’s Personality Quiz? -TIMSTACK 


1, The Sex and the City character you identify Ml ; 


AGRA 


A. Carrie B. Miranda C.Samantha  D.Charlotte 


2. Biggest fear? 
Mice. | hada 
mouse in my 
apartment and | 
couldn't sleep for 
two nights. | hate 
mice. 


The 
Is she the one who liked to have sex all the time? es 
[Editor’s note: Yes.] so fast. 
3. The worst pronunciation of 4. Weirdest Gilmore Girls fan 


your name you've ever heard: 

| have to say CHUCK-ry. In 
kindergarten, it took me a long 
time to spell it out on the chalk- 
board. People still stumble on it. 


Photograph by MATT JONES 3 - > 


encounter: Somebody wanted 
me to autograph her breast 
and | kindly refused. She was 
in college. | thought maybe | 
shouldn't do that. 


5. The hottest female TV lawyer is: 


A. Ally 
McBeal (Ally Korn 


B. Harriet c. Clair D. Patty 


Huxtable Hewes 
(Harry's Law) (The Cosby (Damages) 
Show) 

Phylicia Rashad was just gorgeous. Clair 
Huxtable had that strength and power that you 
really respect ina woman. 


McBeal) 


6. As the star of the movie / Hope They Serve 
Beer in Hell, you prefer which brew? 


Stella Artois J Pabst Blue Ribbon 
Bud Light Amstel Light 


I'm from Johnson City, Tennessee. | gotta go 
Pabst. Sometimes when you're in Charleston, 
there's this place we would go to [that had] $1 
Mystery Beer. You wouldn't know what you were 
getting and you would reach in and there was all 
kinds of terrible beers in there. But if you pulled 
out that Pabst, awww, man, you felt so good! 


7. Pop culture guilty pleasure: 
Mortal Kombat. | played all the 
versions with my family. My 
season 2 Good Wife wrap 

gift was this deluxe package 
of Mortal Kombat. | played it 
for, like, two weeks straight. 


8. If you had a cologne like Good Wife costar 
Alan Cumming’s Cumming, it would be named: 
I'm gonna say Man Juice. It could mean a lot of 
different stuff. | need to trademark that, by the 
way. Nobody take that! 


9. If you’re ever charged with a crime, the day- 
time TV judge you'd most want to go before is: 

Judge Judy Judge Joe Brown 
J Judge Wapner 


| gotta go with Judge Wapner. Bring in Wapner 
as a special guest from the old school. 


None of the above 


10. The Good Wife cast member 
who would handle jail time the 
best: Chris Noth. He’s a badass. 
He commands a room. 
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SoundBites 


“You love your 
children. It’s your 
one redeeming 
quality. That, 
and your 
cheekbones.” 


—Ty (P 


his s Lena 


“| don’t need any 
more bad luck. Do 
you know how many 
mirrors I’ve smashed 
just thinking it was 
a blond woman 
mocking me?” 


—Jenna Vane Krakowski) on 30 Rock 


“| hate wedding 
receptions. | wish the 
bride and groom 
would take a cue 
from Bilbo Baggins: 
Slip on the ring, 
disappear, and every- 
one goes home.” 


-Sheldon Wim Parsons) 
The Big Bang Theory 


on 


“You don't look like 
a whore. An idiot, 
maybe. Or both. Yes. 

A whorediot.” 


—Malory VJessica Walter) on Archer 


“’m not ready to 
die. | still haven't 
seen Gloria Estefan 
in concert yet!” 


The Chart 


NCIS 


Gibbs (Mark 
Harmon) teamed 
up with Samantha 
(guest star Jamie 
Lee Curtis) to 
investigate the leak 
of secret intel in 
the top-rated 
March 20 episode. 


eid 


HE TOP 25 


VIEWERS" 


NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 19.1 4 


DANCING WITH THE STARS ABC Monday,8p.m. | 18.8 | — 


_ AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 17.2 1 


_ NCIS: LOS ANGELES CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 16.2 | 7 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 15.6 2 


CRIMINAL MINDS CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 1 | 6 


| THE VOICE NBC, Monday, 8 p.m. 120 | 3 


) TOUCH Fox, Thursday, 9 p.m. us| 19 


CASTLE ABC, Monday, 10:01 p.m. us| —- 


TWO AND A HALF MEN CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. as | 23 
» CSI CBS, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 114 5 
| UNFORGETTABLE CBS, Tuesday, 10 p.m. 13 26 
| 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7:19 p.m. n2/| 8 


NCAA BASKETBALL CBS, Sunday, 6:55 p.m. 10.9 =F 


SURVIVOR: ONE WORLD CBS, Wednesday,8pm. | 10.5 | 11 


| |) THE GOOD WIFE CBS, Sunday, 9:19 p.m. 9.8 14 


MIKE & MOLLY CBS, Monday, 9:31 p.m. 97 | 25 


+) 2 BROKE GIRLS CBS, Monday, 8:30 p.m. 94 31 


| THE AMAZING RACE CBS, Sunday, 8:19 p.m. 93 Pb 


' HAWAII FIVE-O CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 93 | 22 


CSI: MIAMI CBS, Sunday, 10:19 p.m. 93 | 20 
18 


ONCE UPON A TIME ABC, Sunday, 8 p.m. 8.8 


DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES 
ABC, Sunday, 9:01 p.m. 


MISSING ABC, Thursday, 8 p.m. 8.8 9 


2B NCAA BASKETBALL CBS, Friday, 9:59 p.m. 87 |= 


SOURCE: Nielsen, week of March 19-25, 2012 "In millions 


American Idol, The Celebrity Apprentice, Game of 
k® Thrones, and more every week on EW.com 
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TITANIC. LAURENCE CENDROWICZ; HOTEL IMPOSSIBLE: TRAVEL CHANNEL; OSBOURNE: REX USA 


What 


Josephine dela Baume 


SATURDAY, APRIL 14 | 8-11PM | ABC | TV-PG-V 


ies) Everyone knows how a story about the Titanic 
DEBUT 


is going to turn out, thanks to James Cameron 
(and, hopefully, their history teachers). But Downton Abbey 
creator Julian Fellowes, who wrote this new miniseries, 
considers that an advantage. “You don’t have to get into a whiz 
about giving away the ending,” says Fellowes, who has been 
interested in the story since he saw 1958’s A Night to Remember 
as a boy. Each hour of the four-part miniseries spotlights 
different members of the ensemble cast (which includes Linus 
Roache, Toby Jones, and Josephine de la Baume) as they face 
disaster and scramble to escape the doomed vessel. (The final 
episode airs Sunday, the 100th anniversary of the tragedy.) “You 
think, ‘Would I have panicked?’” says Fellowes. “‘Would I have 
been brave?’ That appealed to me.” —Sara Vilkomerson 


Hotel Impossible 
Travel, TV-G & 


Hospitality-industry veteran Anthony 

Melchiorri tries to turn around 

~ Montauk, NY’s faded Gurney’s Inn 
during the debut episode of this Kitchen 
Nightmares-for-hotels show. Melchiorri isn’t 
as crazed as Gordon Ramsay—who is?—but he 
does a nicely bullish job of pointing out the 
establishment's many problems, including the 
management style of GM Paul Monte. Drink a 
minibar vodka every time Monte looks like he 
regrets letting Melchiorri in the door—but only if 
you want to get alcohol poisoning. B 


i 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Clark Collis 


Wh 
Anthony Melehiorl 


How I Met Your Mother 
CBSE 

So every three years the 
boys watch the Star Wars 
trilogy (and pointedly 
ignore the existence of 
The Big Bang Theory?). 


Gossip Girl 

The CW, TV-14 

Serena's plans to make Lola 
an It Girl involve a lingerie 
show. In other words: Blah- 
blah-blah lingerie show. 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Anthony Bourdain: 

No Reservations 

Travel, PG-DL 

This season the thrill seeker 
plays with a king cobra, 
hangs with the Black Keys, 
and eats an egg sandwich. 
Yeah, seems to be a thrill- 
seeking trail-off there. 


NewNowNext Awards 
Logo, TV-14-L 

Now in its fifth year, 
Logo’s annual awards 
show celebrating pop 
culture is hosted by 
Kelly Osbourne, and 
American Idol alum 
Adam Lambert will 
perform. With those 
two in attendance, 
expect black eyeliner 
to be given an 
unofficial tribute. 
—Tim Stack 


“TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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Kurt Iswarienko 
-and Shannen 
Doherty 


SERIES DEBUT 


10-11PM 

Shannen Says 

WEty, TV-PG-DL 
Shannen Doherty 
should be a great 
reality-show subject, 
given her—how to put 
this?—“colorful” 
reputation. But in the 
premiere of the series 
about the actress and 
her photographer 
fiancé, she reveals 
herself to be more 
normal than you 
might imagine—which 
is to say much less 


SERIES DEBUT 


10-10:30PM 

Baggage Battles 

Travel £2) 

TV's latest attempt 
to make auctions 
attractive to Gen-Y 
viewers is a shameless 
Storage Wars rip-off, 
except instead of 
bidding on abandoned 
storage units, Battles’ 
bidders nab 
unclaimed luggage 
from around the 
world. It’s moderately 
interesting, but you 
wouldn’t miss much if 
you left this one at 
baggage claim. B- 
—Grady Smith 


APRIL10 


MIDSEASON PREMIERE 
8-9PM 

Glee 

Fox, TV-14-L 5 

Matt Bomer guests as 
Blaine’s brother. Yep, for 
many of my colleagues 
this is Christmas, New 
Year's Eve, and Matt 
Bomer's Six-Pack Appreci- 
ation Day rolled into one. 


10-11PM 
Unforgettable 

CBS 

Carrie and Al try to get 
inside the mind of a 
deranged conspiracy 
theorist. At least that’s 
what CBS’ shadow- 
government paymasters 
want you to believe this 
episode is about. 


SERIES DEBUT 
10-11PM 

Dream Machines 

Syfy HB | 

A pair of custom car 
builders must make a 
spaceship-style Formula 


crazy than you might One race car for 50 Cent— 
hope. B= or die trying? 
APRIL il 
: Brence and= eh ne 
= aN So lly Martin Best Friends Forever 


NBC, TV-PG-DL && 
Jessica deals with acci- 
dentally butt-dialing 
her estranged hubby, 
Peter (guest star Reid 
Scott, from The Big ©. 
Ah, but the butt wants 
what it wants. 


9-10PM 

America’s Next Top Model 
The CW 

The models have to 
make music videos and 
then, | assume, a time 
machine so they can 
travel back to a decade 
when people actually 
watched music videos. 


10-11PM 

Law & Order: SVU 

NBC, TV-14 05 

Can Law & Order: SVU 
once again win What to 
Watch’s annual award for 
“the show it’s almost 
impossible to joke about 
without sounding like a 
total d---wad”? Tonight's 
tale of a possible copycat 
rape case says “Yes!” 


| 


10-11PM 

Fashion Star 

NBC, TV-PG-L £2 

The contestants use live 
models instead of 
dummies to show off their 
designs in a window space. 
And the difference is...? 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-11PM 

Love for Sail 

Lifetime, TV-14-DL 5) 
Four women look for love 
ona cruise liner. Pass the 
barf bags! Seriously, they 
might need them. 


8-9PM 

The Biggest Loser 
NBC, TV-PG-L £2) 
This week's guest is 
First Lady and anti- 


obesity campaigner 
Michelle 

Obama. 

Your move, 

Gov. Chris 

Christie! 


Timothy Olyphant 


10-11PM 
Justified 
FX, TV-MA £9 
The third season of Justified has 
seen a superb run of corkscrew- 
twist plotting. But, as the action- 
genre adage goes, this time it’s personal. The 
finale captures novelist Elmore Leonard's terse 
tone and bleak view of humanity, as Timothy 
Olyphant’s Raylan finds some of those closest to 
him either in peril or in league with the devil (not 
Devil, Kevin Rankin’s character—he’s truly dead). 
All can really tell you without spoiling things is 
that Raylan’s hat (an item of clothing Leonard 
has gone on record as not liking very much) 
plays a pivotal role. A~ —Ken Tucker 


APRIL 12 
9:31-1L0PM 8-8:30PM 
Don’t Trust the B---- Community 
in Apartment 23 NBC, TV-PG ca 
ABC, TV-14-DLS & The traveling circus 
Krysten Ritter comes to town and with 
SoS (Breaking Bad) is it Britta’s ex-flame, 
perfect asa played by Kirk Fox from 
slinky smart-aleck who Parks and Recreation. 


takes advantage of nearly 
everyone, including her 
gullible new room- 
mate (played by 
Gossip Girls Drea- 
ma Walker), but 
perhaps 
excluding her 
friend James Van 
Der Beek (playing 
himself as a 
preening charmer). 
Believe me, | hesitate 
to praise Don’t Trust... 
by saying it has 
some of the off-kilter 4 
charm of Better Off 3 
Ted, given how 
badly ABC treated 
Ted. But it is in that 
show’s intelligently 
insolent tradition. 


Ritter’s Chloe may have “the 
morals of a pirate,” but she'll 


shiver your timbers in the 
right way. B+ —Ken Tucker 


Because if there’s one 
thing this show needs, 
it’s more weirdos. 


9-10PM 

Touch 

Fox, TV-PG-LV C9 

You know what s--- 
Danny Glover's Teller 

is not too old for? 
Trying to reconnect with 
his estranged daughter. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
11:59PM-12:154M 
Eagleheart 

Cartoon, TV-MA ti 
Chris Elliott returns as 
the idiotic Marshal Mon- 
santo, whose cases this 
season include searching 


for the kidnapped King of 
the Hobos and tracking 
down a psychotic kids’- 
Krysten | show host (as if there 
Ritter | was any other kind). 
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TV WHATtoWATCH 


SAY YES TO THE DRESS: BRIDESMAIDS: TLC; BROLIN: ALBERTO E, RODRIGUEZ/GETTY IMAGES; NYC 22: JOHN P. FILO/CBS 


9-9:30PM 

Say Yes to the Dress: Bridesmaids 

TLC, TV-PG ca 

my The sister series of Say Yes to the 

_ Dress isn’t as weepy as its sibling, but 
+ what it lacks in sentiment it makes up 
for ir in 1 drama. Season 2 kicks off with an outspoken 
maid of honor who throws a temper tantrum when 
the bride-to-be asks her to wear the same color dress 
as the rest of her bridal party. There are also two 
demanding brides, including one who forces her full- 
figured bridesmaid into an unflattering dress. The 
resulting shopping experience is completely unenjoy- 
able for the parties involved, but totally satisfying for 


0s 


ie 


ABC, TV-PG-L ca 

This week on the sports- 
memorabilia docuseries, 
infamous baseball legend 
Pete Rose teaches Lou how 
to keep his eye on the ball. 

| bet that’s going to be 
awesome. Hey, Pete, what 
odds are the boys in Vegas 
offering on “awesome”? 


9-10:15PM 

Being Human 

BBC America, TV-14 2 
The Old Ones have arrived 
and are determined to take 
over the world. How ironic 
that this is one of the few 
shows on TV that don’t 
feature Betty White. 


11:29PM-1AM 
Saturday Night Live 
NBC £2 

Josh Brolin hosts, 
and Gotye is the 
musical guest. The 
answers to your 
questions are (1) 
promoting Men in Black 3 


the viewer. B+ —Nuzhat Naoreen 


SUNDAY -= > 


8-10PM 

Titanic at 100: 
Mystery Solved 
History, TV-PG GH 
Mystery solved? Have we 
been blaming the wrong 
iceberg all this time? 


8-10PM 

Undercover Bridesmaid 
Hallmark, TV-PG 

Either my mind has finally 
snapped or this movie finds 
Brooke Burns playing a... 
bodyguard? “Mind snapped” 
it is then. 


9-10PM 

Game of Thrones 

HBO, TV-MA ca 

At the Red Keep the ever- 
scheming Tyrion plots three 
alliances, possibly before 
breakfast. 


10-11PM 

Shahs of Sunset 

Bravo, TV-14-L 5 

Yep, it’s time for the shahs to 
sail off into the—oh, what's 
the word?—you know, that 
area of the sky that gets all 


orangey at the end of the day. 


and (2) Gore-ti-yeah. 


Leelee Sobieski and 
Harald “House” Moore 


= This new drama about rookie cops 
“=~ making rookie mistakes on some of 
rs New York’s meaner streets was created 
by writer Richard Price and boasts at least a whiff of 
the grittiness to be found in his 1992 novel about 
drug dealers, Clockers. It also makes the most of a 
decent cast that includes Oz vet Terry Kinney as 
the newbies’ mentor, Leelee Sobieski as an Iraq- 
war vet, and the always entertainingly hangdog 
Adam Goldberg as a journalist who decides to 
become a cop after being fired from his newspaper. 
Oh, so that’s what | can do after they eventually 
can me from EW. 8 


WONDER 


WHAT 
EVERYBODY’S 
READING? 


filled with characters you 
can’t help but root for.” 
—Entertainment Weekly 


“Daad thic boo «—your 
life will Ge better for it.” 


—Nicholas Sparks, 
#1 New York Times bestselling author 


Join the conversation 
on Twitter: 


pnaer 


stand out. 


/~ Carrie Underwood's 


Katy Perry’s 


“Good Girl" “Part of Me" 


Far East Movement’s “Live My 
Life (Party Rock Remix)” 


What’s New in Music Videos 


Carrie plays dress-up, Katy goes all Private Benjamin, and Jack Black recruits 
his famous friends in these latest clips. By EW Music Staff 


> “Good 
Girl” Good Carrie wears sweet- 
cream chiffon, fluffy crinolines, and 
tortoiseshell glasses; Bad Carrie 
prefers black lace, thigh-highs, and 
heels spiky enough to drive ina 
railroad tie. But both look like they 
could probably cause a nice boy a 
whole lot of trouble. B+ 


> EY “Blue Jeans” 
What’s black and white and Calvin 
Klein-fragrance-commercial-y all 
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over? Lana’s sexy-inscrutable latest 
is a languid parade of palm trees 
and slo-mo dips in the pool with her 
tattooed lover and a crew of croco- 
diles. (They should really think about 
getting their filter checked.) B+ 


> K “Part of Me” 
After catching her man cheating, 
Katy’s mad enough to cut off all her 
hair and enlist in the Marines. It’s 
fun seeing her in full G.. Jane mode, 
taping down her famous assets with 


ACE bandages—oh, the things she'll 
do for America!—but the recruit- 
ment strategy is specious. Trying 
to make your ex jealous? Girl, join 
OkCupid, not the military. B- 


“Live My Life (Party Rock 
Remix)” The action never stops on 
Far East Movement’s shape-shifting 
party bus, which pauses only for 
a sloppily choreographed flash 
mob. Chorus crooner Justin Bieber 


OLSEN: JOSEPH MARZULL/WENN; MINAJ: REX USA 


doesn’t ride along (or maybe he’s 
not allowed to without a valid 
form of 21-and-over ID?), but there 
are plenty of shots of LMFAO’s 
trademark Shuffle Bot. B+ 


~+ TENACIOUS D “To Be the Best” 
If you’re going to feature only 

60 seconds of music in your six- 
minute comeback clip, like Jack 
Black’s epic comedy-rock side 
project does here, it had better have head- 
turning cameos (Dave Grohl, Josh Groban), 
a mountable digital eagle, and the best Val 
Kilmer death scene since Tombstone. A= 


> KARMIN “Brokenhearted” What’s worse 
than your bandmate-slash-fiancé not calling 
you back? Watching him pick up another 
girl in your own parking lot after you spent 
the whole day perfecting your pinup-girl 
pompadour for him. Band practice is going 
to be so awkward! B- 


> DEV FEAT. ENRIQUE IGLESIAS “Naked” 
What happened in Vegas should’ve stayed in 


“7 Cs . 
LanaDelRey’s © 
a J ad 


Vegas. Because judging by this clip, Dev 
and Enrique’s big Sin City weekend was 
totally meh: no showgirls or wild animals, 
just her applying lipstick while he plays 
craps and gets ladies to blow on his dice. 
(No, that’s not as sexy as it sounds.) C+ 


> RYE RYE “Boom Boom” The pint-size 
Baltimore rapper makes like a Super Mario 
Sister, jumping over multicolored mush- 
rooms, shooting firepower at her enemies, 
and dancing to Nintendo-esque bleeps and 
bloops. But when she tells one muscle-bound 
Big Boss, “Let’s plug and play,” we don’t think 
she’s talking about videogames anymore. B+ 


My First Album 


* 
o 


Ani DiFranco, 
Not a Pretty Girl 
“She was a rebel 
and she swore, and 
| felt so cultured 
because | was 
listening to some- 
thing that wasn’t 
on pop radio. 
Songs like ‘32 
Flavors’ and 
‘The Million You 
Never Made’ 
whipped my tween 
self into a frenzy.” 


between candy-colored horrorcore and 


Pink Friday: Roman Reloaded 

HIP-HOP (YOUNG MONEY) 

By Kyle Anderson 

The job of queen bee of the rap world had been 
vacant for years. But Nicki Minaj would have 
grabbed that moniker even if the commercial 
success and wiggy eclecticism of her 2010 
debut, Pink Friday, breezily cartwheeling 


futuristic robo-pop, hadn’t rightfully earned 
it for her. At times Pink Friday: Roman 
Reloaded (which is not a sequel, despite the 
title) excellently mines those extremes, like 
when she shuttles between a guttural bark 
and a faux-operatic croon during “Come on 
a Cone”—as in, her flow is so cold it should 
be delivered by Mister Softee. 

If Roman stuck to those technical high- 
wire acts, it would be a near-perfect schizo- 
phrenic juggernaut. But too many of its 19 
tracks leave Minaj simply treading the territory 
of other radio divas. It isn’t that “Automatic” 
and “Beautiful Sinner,” dance froth sung in 
Nicki's vanilla-starlet coo, are bad—it’s just 
that they could have been done by any lesser 
talent with a tolerance for Auto-Tune. 

Since nobody else sounds like her, it’s 
frustrating to listen to Minaj waste time 
mimicking others. Fortunately, iTunes makes 
it easy to jettison all but Roman’s vivid 
prog-rap bangers. It may not be a definitive 
knockout punch, but she can keep her title. B 
+> BEST TRACKS: Icy | Am Your Leader » Moody all-star 
roundtable Champion 
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REVIEWS MUSIC 


Checking In With...Lionel Richie 


Hello, is it him you’re looking for? Richie, 62, tells EW about his new album of duets with country 
superstars, his upcoming TV talent show, and why they love him in Dubai. —Dave Karger 


You did a duet with Alabama 
25 years ago. Have you been 
thinking about doing a country- 
leaning record like Tuskegee 
[out now] ever since? 
| was country-leaning as far back 
as “Easy Like Sunday Morning.” 
And Kenny Rogers sang [the 
Richie-penned] “Lady’—that 
was 22 million sold! I've been 
a member of the CMAs for a 
long time, and this gave me 
a chance to go, “What else 
am | gonna do? | can’t rap, 
forget that. So where's the 
next thing? Let’s step back 
into country.” And when | walked 
in the door, Nashville showed up. 


One name that’s missing from the 
CBS concert special you're doing 
on April 13 is Shania Twain [below]. 
How will you use your magical 
powers to get her there? 
Now, that is the $69 million 
question, because | know 
what it took to get her 
on the record. She is 
extremely, extremely shy. 


I'm using my powers, my friend— 
but let me just tell you, | may be 
losing part of my Afro trying to deal 
with this one. 


You've been on American Idol, 
The Voice, and the Danish version 
of The X Factor. And this 
summer you'll serve as a 
mentor on the new ABC 
reality show Duets, along 
with Kelly Clarkson 
[right], Robin Thicke, and 
Sugarland’s Jennifer 
Nettles. Which of those 
shows would you have 
done the best on asa 
younger singer? 

Are you kidding me? Lionel Richie 
trying to go out on stage and 
compete with someone who can 
belt songs? | can’t do what they do! 


Is there a TV network you haven’t 
been on yet? 

If you know me, the joke is if 
you see me on a cooking chan- 
nel, it’s about how to survive 
ptomaine poisoning. Because | 


QUICK TAKES 
Bonnie Raitt 
Slipstream 
ROCK (REDWING) 

The singer's 
best album 
since 1975's 
underrated 


~ 


Home Plate is 
a mix of rock, blues, folk, and 
funk she might associate with 
her old pals Lowell George and 
Little Feat, and I'd associate 
with the beat and groove of 
the R&B classicists she belongs 
among. Her slide-guitar playing 
throughout is superb, and she 
slips her purring voice into 
every song like a letter going 
into an envelope addressed 
just to you. A= —Ken Tucker 

~> BEST TRACKS: So-true 
ballad You Can’t Fail Me Now « 
Redeemed oldie Right Down 
the Line 


Monica 

New Life 

R&B (RCA) 
“Gotta pack up 
my yester- 
days,” Monica 
sighs on the 
Mary J.-style 


phone-call intro to New Life. 
But by the sound of it, the 
singer hasn't closed her suit- 
cases yet. Her seventh album is 
a thoroughly last-millennium 
set of self-help ballads about 
starting over (“Take a Chance”) 
and finding strength in tears 
(“Cry”), set to the kind of 
cheesy slow-jam beats that 
were hot back during Monica's 
previous life as a 90s teen 
phenom. C+ —Adam Markovitz 
> BEST TRACKS: Sassy 
brush-off It All Belongs to Me - 
String-filled Cry 


Amadou & Mariam 
Folila 
WORLD (BECAUSE/NONESUCH) 


American 
artists have 
borrowed from 
West African 
music for 
decades, so it only makes sense 
that Mali’s most famous married 
duo would cash in a few long- 
standing favors. Folila, Amadou 
& Mariam’s seventh album, 
features drop-ins from Santigold, 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs guitarist 

Nick Zinner, and neo-soul star 
Theophilus London. Though they 
sing in different languages, the 
tongue of teamwork makes 

for universal understanding— 
especially on the spry, haunting 
“Wily Kataso.” Aa —Kyle Anderson 
+> BEST TRACKS: Shuffling Oh 
Amadou » Fiery Dougou Badia 


am not the cook—you don’t want 
me to. Me in the kitchen is only to 
ask, “What's for dinner?” But | don’t 
think I've been on HBO, and I'd love 
to do a concert special for them. 


You're huge in the Middle East. 
If you were to perform in Dubai, 
what would be the top song the 
crowd wants to hear? 
In Dubai it’s either “Hello” or 
“All Night Long.” In China it’s 
“Say You, Say Me.” In Britain 
it’s all the Commodores stuff. 
It's crazy. | played Abu Dhabi 
one night and people told 
me, “Don't expect too much.” 
By the second song, | stopped and 
said, “Is this Detroit?” Because they 
knew all the songs. 


Of all the hits you've written or 
sung in your career, which one has 
made you the most money? 

Wow. Oh, Jesus. Probably “Lady”? 


So do you have a car that “Lady” 
bought or something? 
| have an estate that “Lady” bought. 


WHO’S 
PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
TALK SHOWS 


APRIL 9 


The View 

CARLY RAE JEPSEN 
Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 

PULP 


APRIL 10 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
SLASH 


APRIL 11 
Live! With Kelly 
BRANDY AND MONICA 
APRIL 12 


Conan 
ARCTIC MONKEYS 


APRIL 13 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
THE FRAY 
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Unholy Night 


Seth Grahame-Smith 
NOVEL 
By Anthony Breznican 


ETH GRAHAME-SMITH is like the world’s 
most deranged history teacher—you can’t 
trust anything you learn from him, but you'll 
never forget it, either. He kicked off the 
mash-up genre by besieging Jane Austen’s 
British countryside with hordes of undead in 
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies and per- 
fected it by pitting our 16th president against 
Confederate bloodsuckers in Abraham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter. His latest novel, Unholy Night, uses the birth of 
Jesus as the backdrop for a fantasy action-adventure 
akin to fusing Game of Thrones with the Gospel of Luke. 

There are many mash-ups out there, but most work 
only as spoof. Grahame-Smith takes his history seriously, 
using it to add texture and realism before releasing the 
craziness. Here his main character, Balthazar, one of the 
trio we now know as the three kings, is a sort of New 
Testament John Dillinger, a well-known murderous thief 
who joins with fellow scoundrels Melchyor and Gaspar to 
escape Herod, the pus-oozing Judean tyrant who wants 
their heads. Herod also wants to slay every newborn male 
in the region, which is how the fugitives align themselves 
with Mary and Joseph, naive new parents whose infant 
somehow tempers the ruthlessness of the thieves. 

After establishing his turn-of-A.D. bona fides, Grahame- 
Smith bids history adieu, with the nativity gang pursued at 
various points by a black-magic sorcerer, a young Pontius 
Pilate’s Roman legion, and a mob of Egyptian zombies. The 
unhinged imagination is fun, 


but it’s Grahame-Smith’s (1) 
depiction of sacred figures as HIS BEST-SELLERS 
flawed humans that makes the Lint es a 


book feel like a secret account 
of events that have been sani- 
tized by legend. It’s risky to 
turn a holy birth into a bloody 
sword-and-sandal yarn, but 
if you can forgive that, I bet 
you-know-who would. A 
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Watching 
Letterman may 
be bad for 
your waistline 
Studies show 
that we eat up to 
71 percent more 
when we're parked 
in front of the TV. And 
people who watch 


than people who 
watch Leno. 


MILLION COPIES 


coINCUAYS—= » 


MILLION COPIES 


“Number of copies in print In the U.S. 


Letterman eat more 


Blueberries 
are good for 
you—just not 
that good 
The obsession with 
blueberries asa 
“superfood” can be 
traced to the efforts 
of Maine blueberry 


growers. Back when 


demand was low, 
they marketed 
blueberries as candy 


and even hamburger ~ 


condiments. When 
research showed the 
berries’ antioxidant 
rating was high, the 
farmers ran with it. 


Which Blockbuster 
Series Is Biggest? 


Thankstothe movie, demand forSuzanne Collins’ 
novels has soared. How dothe numbers for the 
Hunger Games franchise stack up? —STEPHAN LEE 


150 


wm MILLION COPIES 


MILLION COPIES 


Oscar winners live, 
on average, three 
years longer than 

nonwinners. 
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Drop Dead | 


Sette SS pec 

| 5 Things We Learned... 
ogre -“Experiential journalist” and former EW staffer A.J. Jacobs chronicles his quest for “bodily — 
; ~ perfection” i in his hilarious new book, Drop Dead Healthy. Here are a few factoids. -STEPHANLEE 


New York City 


could ruin 


your hearing 
Decibels above 


85 can cause 
hearing loss. Dave 


Healthy 
A. J. Jacobs 


Graham” 
ie a5 
(supposedly) 
etter 
than sex 


Victorian health ~ 
guru Sylvester 


Graham thought 


lust was terrible 


- forthe health. His — 


fix? Bland foods. 
He invented the — 


; station: 110, 


andBuster’sin -_grahamcrackerto 
Times Square: curbthepassions 
EAR CSRS NENG of teenage boys. 
~ Yorksubwaytrain = ya 
entering the 


ALSO AVAILABLE: PAPERBACKS 


THE DOVEKEEPERS 
Alice Hoffman 
NOVEL 

The Practical Magic 
author makes a strik- 
ing departure from 
her previous works 
with an engrossing, 
meticulously 
researched epic set in 
biblical times. Still, 
fans of Hoffman will 


find the author's 
signature all over the 
four fierce, sensual 
women at the center 
of this remarkable 
novel. A- 


THE FAMILY FANG 
Kevin Wilson 
NOVEL 

Despite the title, this 
quirky debut novel 
has nothing to do 
with vampires or 
werewolves. Rather, it 


focuses on something 
stranger and at times 
more frightening: 

a clan of eccentric, 
attention-craving 
artists. B+ 


THE LONG GOODBYE 
Meghan O'Rourke 
MEMOIR 

O'Rourke, a journalist 
and poet, chronicles 
the grief of losing 

her mother to cancer 
with profound 
intelligence and raw 
emotion. 


THE SUBMISSION 
Amy Waldman 
NOVEL 

EW’s favorite novel 
of 2011 paints a 
humane, surprisingly 
readable portrait of 

| post-9/11 anti-Muslim 


sentiment in 
New York City. A- 


TURN OF MIND 
Alice LaPlante 
NOVEL 

This boldly ambitious 
debut, written 

from the point of 
view of an orthopedic 
surgeon turned 
fast-deteriorating 
Alzheimer’s patient, 
is part mystery novel, 
part family drama. B+ 


Grades are from EW’s reviews of the original releases 
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The Cove 


Ron Rash 
NOVEL 


Since the cover compares 
Ron Rash to John Steinbeck 
and Cormac McCarthy and 
includes high praise from 
Daniel Woodrell, you’d think 
this book ranks among the 
best backwoods fiction since 


2006's Winter’s Bone. You 


wouldn’t be wrong. Set amid the anti-immigrant hyste- 
ria of World War I, this gripping novel opens when town 
outcast Laurel Shelton discovers a mysterious mute 
man playing the flute near her cabin in rural North 
Carolina. From the moment Laurel starts to question 
the stranger’s background, it’s clear that The Cove isn’t 
just an elegant work of literary fiction, written ina 
voice that’s hauntingly simple and Southern; it’s also 

a riveting mystery. Suffice it to say it begins witha 
skull that’s discovered in a well, and by the end you'll 
find out whom it belongs to. A —Melissa Maerz 


In-Flight Entertainment 
Helen Simpson 

SHORT STORIES 

Helen Simpson 
knows that people 
are selfish and 
delusional, but the 
reason her short- 
story collections are 
such a pleasure to 
glide through is that she isn’t a jerk 
about it. She's funny, shrewd, alter- 
nately wicked and warm—i.e., British. 
Global warming hangs over many of 
the stories here (not in an irritating 
way) and throws the characters’ self- 
important rushing around into sad 
comic relief. In the title story, for 
instance, an elderly man dies during 
a flight, causing an unscheduled 
landing—and our main character's 
chief reaction is annoyance because 
he's going to be late for a presenta- 
tion in Chicago. The obvious irony is 
that he, like all of us, has even less 
time than he thinks. B+ —Jeff Giles 


Let’s Pretend This 
Never Happened 


Jenny Lawson 


MEMOIR 

Lawson’s website, 
TheBloggess.com, has 
gone viral several 
times over, and here's 
why: She writes with a 
rambling irreverence 
that makes you wish 
she were your best friend. But some 
of that charm gets lost in translation 
from blog to book. Lawson has great 
stories—including several gut-busters 
from her feral upbringing in rural Texas 
and her now-famous misadventures 
with a giant metal chicken—but she 
pokes holes in what should be punchy 
material with distractions her new 
medium affords her: editor's notes, 
multiple prefaces, lengthy parentheti- 
cals, and footnotes. Granted, she’s 
known for chattiness, but when she 
repeatedly jokes that you shouldn't 
read the next chapter, eventually you 
want to listen. BB —Stephan Lee 


REVIEWS BOOKS 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS Jonah Lehrer 


MAG 
INE 


Hove Creativity Forks 


Imagine 

Wunderkind neuroscience and 
humanities expert Jonah Lehrer 
has imagined up another best- 
seller to follow his 2009 smash 
How We Decide. 


NONFICTION TOP 10 


IMAGINE Jonah Lehrer 

In his third brainy book, Lehrer uses case studies 
from pop culture—Bob Dylan’s songwriting 
habits, Pixar's office space—and everyday life 
to explain the oddities of the creative mind. Did 
you know that looking at the color blue can help 
you think outside the box? Or that brainstorm- 
ing sessions might be a huge waste of time? 


THE BLOOD SUGAR SOLUTION Mark Hyman, M.D. _ 


THE POWER OF HABIT Charles Duhigg 


THE PIONEER WOMAN COOKS: FOOD FROM MY 
FRONTIER Ree Drummond 


STEVE JOBS Walter Isaacson 


WILD Cheryl Strayed 


FICTION TOP 10 


STAY CLOSE Harlan Coben 
Coben's latest stand-alone thriller tells the 
story of three dissatisfied people—a soccer 
mom, a photographer, and a detective—who 
are all connected by a terrible event that 
happened 17 years ago. Of course, it wouldn't 
be a Coben novel if their pasts didn’t come 
back to haunt them. 


LONE WOLF Jodi Picoult 


FORCE OF NATURE CJ. Box 


KILL SHOT Vince Flynn 


THE THIEF Clive Cussler & Justin Scott 


PHANTOM Ted Bell 


PRIVATE GAMES James Patterson & Mark Sullivan 


DEFENDING JACOB William Landay 


THE WOLF GIFT Anne Rice 


STAR WARS: FATE OF THE JEDI-APOCALYPSE 
Troy Denning 


SOURCE: Publishers Weekly, week of April 3, 2012 
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Evita 


BROADWAY 


HERE ARE THREE questions facing any woman 
in the title role of the 1979 Andrew Lloyd Webber- 
Tim Rice musical Evita: How is her “Don’t Cry for 
Me Argentina”? How is her arm raise (a.k.a. the 
signature Evita pose)? And how does she handle 
that vocal-cord-killing score? For Argentine actress 
Elena Roger in the adequate new Broadway 
revival, the answers are: Passable. Effective. And badly. 
Not every Evita needs to produce aural pyrotechnics like 
original Broadway star Patti LuPone. She does, however, 
need to hit every note with laserlike precision, and Roger 
misses too many. She’s a fierce dancer; at one point, 
choreographer Rob Ashford entangles her in an impressive 
threesome tango. But more often than not, she’s shrill 
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Ricky Martin, 
Michael Cerveris, 
and Elena Roger 


and—as an American Idol judge would say—pitchy. Her 
best number, strangely, is “You Must Love Me,” the Oscar- 
winning song written for the 1996 Madonna-starring 
film. Maybe it’s because Roger is unable to launch a full- 
throated attack on the melody; she’s collapsed in a heap 
on the floor (the first lady’s body is riddled with cancer), 
and her voice finds strength in her character’s weakness. 
To be fair, it isn’t easy to sell a bed-hopping, social- 
climbing starlet married to a South American dictator 
(Michael Cerveris, displaying subtle charm and impeccable 
posture). Perhaps to balance Eva’s brittleness, director 
Michael Grandage bolsters the narrator's friendliness: Che, 
played with irresistible swagger by Ricky Martin, is no 
longer the beret-wearing, fatigues-clad Che Guevara type of 
past productions. Martin could dial down the enthusiasm; 
he loves to reach out, literally, to the audience. But he sings 
like a dream, and he’s clearly more comfortable here than 
he was storming the barricades in Les Misérables 16 years 
ago. Judging by the curtain-call squeals, his fans are 
packing the house—and going home happy. On that level, 
Evita succeeds brilliantly. (Tickets: Ticketmaster.com) 
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Gore Vidal’s 
The Best Man 


BROADWAY 
By Thom Geier 


Even a half century after its 
Broadway debut, Gore Vidal’s 
The Best Man still has a timely 
pull: And it’s hard not to tease 
out modern resonances in this old-fashioned 
drama about two rival presidential 
candidates (and their equally contentious 
wives) heading into a brokered Democratic 
convention. The play pits William Russell 
(John Larroquette), a brainy former secre- 
tary of state who alienates even his admirers 
with his know-it-all manner, against Joseph 
Cantwell (a miscast Erie McCormack, with a 
wavering Southern accent), a slick young 
Bible Belt senator with a ruthless streak. 
Their spouses are similar studies in contrast. 
Candice Bergen, back on Broadway after 

25 years, initially seems tentative as Russell’s 
estranged wife—perhaps aptly for a woman 
reluctantly thrust into the spotlight. Not so 


BROADWAY 

By Thom Geier 
You have to hand it to Tracie Bennett, 
making her Broadway debut as the 
iconic Judy Garland in End of the Rainbow: 
The British actress has guts. She also has 
the look, the poses, and the vocal chops 
to portray the much-revered (and much- 
imitated) star just months before her 
premature death at age 47 in 1969. Peter 
Quilter’s serviceable script presents 
Judy Agonistes—the Scotch-drinking, 
pill-popping, bill-dodging, bowl-throwing 
diva who checks into London’s Ritz 
Hotel to prepare for a series of con- 
certs that might dig her out of debt 
and revive her languishing career. 
But for Garland, there’s nothing 
but gray skies from now on. 
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James Earl Jones 
and John Larroquette 


Kerry Butler, a scene-stealing hoot as the 
pushily ambitious Mabel Cantwell. 

The supporting players are the chief draw of 
this well-constructed but dated revival. James 
Earl Jones chews gum (and Derek McLane’s 
scenery) as the Truman-like former president 
who delivers gems like “In those days we had to 
pour God over everything, like ketchup.” And 
86-year-old Angela Lansbury, as the party’s 
Southern grande dame, is sharp as a tack even 
if she now needs a cane to command the stage. 
These legends help compensate for the occa- 
sional quaintness of Vidal’s script, particularly 
his underlying idealism about U.S. politics. 

In the cast’s hands, even the sentimental 
bunkum goes down easily. (Telecharge.com) B 


As in life, Bennett’s Garland is attended by 
men—an adoring but disillusioned gay accom- 


_ panist (Michael Cumpsty) and her much 


younger fiancé/manager, Mickey Deans (an 
appropriately callow Tom Pelphrey). Each 
has a blinkered vision of the woman he 
admires, and a different idea of what 
she needs to carry on. In the end, 
though, it’s clear that no man can 
fully claim the talented, tragic 
patron saint of suffering as his own. 
Bennett brings an astonishing sense of 
control to a character who is increasingly 
unhinged. She crawls on the floor like a 
dog (after learning the pilfered pills she’s 
ingested are for mange), and delivers a manic, 
apparently Ritalin-fueled rendition of “Come 
Rain or Come Shine” (one of 10 songs the 
actress belts out, backed by a six-piece band). 
When it comes to this year’s Tony award for 
best actress in a play—you have to hand it 
to Tracie Bennett. (Telecharge.com) A= 
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STEPHEN 
KING’S FIRST 


MUSICAL 


Stephen King is tackling 
a challenge even more 
fraught with danger than 
killer clowns or undead 
pets: musical theater. The 
best-selling author (and 
former EW columnist) 
has written the book for 
anew musical, Ghost 
Brothers of Darkland 
County, due to premiere 
on April 11 at Atlanta's 
Alliance Theatre. Featur- 
ing songs by rocker John 
Mellencamp and musical 
production by T Bone 
Burnett, the Southern 
Gothic tale explores the 
legacy of a lethal tragedy 
in small-town Mississippi. 
Though the play stars 
Broadway vets Shuler 
Hensley, Emily Skinner, 
and American Idol 
runner-up Justin Guarini, 
don't expect typical 
show tunes. “We wanted 
to do a musical that was 
homey, folksy, with a 
bluesy roots feel,” King 
tells EW via email. “The 
last thing we wanted 
was a Phantom of the 
Opera or Cats vibe.” 
—Adam Markovitz 


(Clocvise from 

top) Stephen King, . 
T Bone Burnett, Ap 
and John Mellencamp 
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Dear Jack and Jill, 
Congratulations on 
all the Razzies! 
Love, 

New Year's Eve, 
Sucker Punch, and 
Mars Needs Moms 


Viewers take revenge on 
The Killing, sending 
ratings down 33 percent 
from last year. 


J. Lo’s new single “Dance Again” 
is as exotic as clubbing in Ibiza= 
with sand in your bathing,suit. a 


Wilson Phillips perform at Loehmann’s. 
Attention, shoppers: We have a sale 
on desperation in aisle 2! 


Ashton Kutcher to 
5 play Steve Jobs in a new 
Community: not biopic, which will be 
what's happening on filmed on the same lot “ 
the set of the NBC where hell froze over. = ae z 
sitcom, where Chevy as Your still-unfinished 3 
Chase is feuding with Ti pop culture homework & 


creator Dan Harmon. will be available on DVD 
next week. Spoiler alert: 


Don’t adjust the volume. 


A sad experiment in 
blood platelet/paisley 
bath mat decoupage 


Great new trailer No. 1: 
HBO's The Newsroom—good 
news! The West Wing and 
Sports Night just had a baby. 


—VA N If you like 
US you I j Jonathan Franzen, 
to Visi you'll love this 
— in compelling book. 30 Rock's current season 
43 features episodes sending 
up Leap Day and Tax Day. 
Why stop there? That 


» hussy Flag Day is just 
ra begging for a takedown. 
7 


Great new trailer No. 2: 
Ted—starring a cuddly little thing 
with beady eyes and a filthy 
mouth...and his teddy bear. 
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Portlandia’s Carrie 


Pa : 
x 
Brownstein to iy a 
pen a memoir. Can ~a < 
you preorder ~. “ 
something that’s ye Ae 
not written yet? 
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Jack White releases new 
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song via helium balloon; 28 

hipster birds everywhere EE 

Was Loehmann’s also ; Bs 

ving a two-for-one special are totally psyched. ti “bE 
on this face? atl —s 


Watch Extra every Friday for more on the 
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